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Cases illustrative of the Efficacy of various 
Medicines administered by Inhalation in 
Pulmonary Consumption, &c. By Sir C. 
Scupamore, M.D., F.R.S., &c. Long- 
man and Co, London. 1830. 8vo. pp. 113. 


Tue method of inhtlation, or the direct ap- 
plication of medicines to the bronchial mem- 
brane in pulmonary diseases, although at 
various periods highly extolled, has never, 
we believe, been generally employed, and 
has, until lately, been limited to substances 
of comparatively feeble remedial powers. 
This neglect of the more active remedies 
has probably arisen only from the unsatis- 
factory results derived from less powerful 
means, and from the fear of exciting too 
great irritation on so extended and irritable 
a surface; for, reasoning a priori, one would 
be inclined to believe that the method in 
question must be preferable to any ‘other, 
not only as directly attacking the seat of 
disease, but as avoiding all unnecessary 
disturbance of the digestive organs. 

The air of the sea-shore has long been 
considered as beneficial to phthisical pa- 
tients; and Laennec found that even an 
artificial marine atmosphere, produced by 
the exhalation from sea-weed, was not 
without some good effects on those who 
were submitted to its influence. Partly 
perhaps in conformity with the views of 
this celebrated physician, though doubtless 
also from other causes, two substances, 
chlorine and iodine, both of which exist in 
marine plants, have lately been employed in 
the gaseous form in several pulmonary dis- 
eases; the former, especially, by a French 
physician, M, Gannel, the latter by Dr. 
Murray of Belfast, whose work we had 
lately occasion to notice, and still more re- 
cently by Dr. Scudamore, who has, in the 
present treatise, first purticularly described 
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its effects, and illustrated these by the re- 
cital of cases. His experiments, however, 
have not been confined to this substance, for 
he has employed several others, especially 
conium and hydrocyanic acid, both alone, 
and combined with the iodine, so as to 
moderate its irritating action. From the in- 
halation of these remedies, together with a 
judicious general treatment, the most satis- 
factory results have been derived; and if 
the author has not been deceived in the na- 
ture of the cases described (which it is al- 
most impossible to suppose), the most fatal 
of all diseases will perhaps cease to be in- 
curable, will no longer be regarded as an 
opprobrium medicine. Yet so many reme- 
dies have been proposed in this as well as 
in other diseases, apparently with claims as 
strong, and with success as well proved, aa 
those from the method which we are now cons 
sidering, that notwithstanding the guarded 
and cautious assertions of the author, and his 
relation of unsuccessful cases, and that he 
has confined himself chiefly to the state- 
ment of facts, apparently simple and indis- 
putable, we are far from sharing his san- 
guine expectations, and can only regard the 
remedy as well worthy indeed of trial, but 
by no means of confirmed efficacy. 

The work before us contains sixteen cases 
eight of which are of phthisis, the remainder 
of bronchial affections. In three of the 
former ulceration had already taken place, 
and although in all, considerable relief, and 
in one an apparent temporary cure, was pro- 
duced by the treatment adopted, yet, as was 
to be expected, the disease was ultimately 
fatal. In the others, where it was less ad- 
vanced, the patients have been restored to 
health, and all traces of pulmonary disease 
have been removed. We shall give a con~ 
densed account of some of these cases, as 
the best means of illustrating the method of 
treatment in question. 
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Tn the first case, a young man, etat. 22, 
there were all the symptoms of confirmed 
phthisis, harassing cough, copious purulent 
expectoration, &c.; and the stethoscopic 
signs indicated several excavations, and 
consolidation of a considerable portion of 
both lungs. Inhalation was therefore em- 
ployed rather as a palliative, than with the 
hope of producing a cure. He was ordered 
** a weak solution of iodine, with the addi- 
tion of some saturated tincture of conium, 
mixed with water of 120 degrees of heat, 
to be inhaled for fifteen or twenty minutes 
three times a day; to take one-sixth of a 
grain of the acetate of morphia in a simple 
scline draught at bed-time, and to repeat 
the dose in an hour or two if necessary ; to 
regulate the bowels by simple means, and 
to wash the chest and upper part of the 
back with a mixture consisting of two parts 
of water, one of eau de Cologne, and one of 
vinegar.” The inhalation at first caused 


slight giddiness, and ‘* some sense of sore- 
ness, with dryness on the tongue and throat ;”’ 
but these effects soon ceased, expectoration 
became much easier, the cough diminished, 
and, at the end of a fortnight, he was so 
much improved, that his friends anticipated 


his complete recovery; having, however, 
exposed himself to a cold wind, the cough 
became as troublesome as before, and he 
‘was attacked with pain at the lower part of 
the chest. The former was much relieved 
by the substitution of hydrocyanic acid for 
the iodine, and the latter by the application 
of leeches and a blister. The disease, how- 
ever, now made rapid progress, and he died 
at the end of two months. The stethoscopic 
indications were entirely confirmed by the 
post-mortem examination; and it is re- 
markable that both the excavations were 
“lined with firm layers of coagulable lymph ;” 
a curative process had therefore been set 
up in them, and had it not been for the ex- 
tensive disorganization of the rest of the 
lungs, it is not i bable that a plete 
cure would have been effected in the manner 
which was first described by Laennec. 

In the second case the symptoms were 
nearly the same as in the first, except that 
the pulmonary disease was eveu further ad- 
vanced, and complicated with much intesti- 
nal disturbance. The treatment was pre- 
cisely the same, with the addition of small 
doses of hydr. c. creta; its good effects, in 
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respect to the cough and expectoration, 
were almost equally remarkable, and death 
ensued after many weeks alternate amend- 
ment and relapse, apparently more from the 
abdominal than the thoracic affection. Here 
also a lining of fibrine was found in the pul- 
monary excavations, though much thinner, 
and less remarkable, than in the first case. 
Case 3 is that of a lady, et. 34, debilitated 
by three miscarriages within two years, 
She had suffered from a troublesome cough 
for four years, with the exception of an in- 
termission during the summer ; had, a month 
before consulting the author, coughed up a 
few ounces of blood, and had since been 
affected with pain in the chest, palpitation, 
hectic, profuse night-sweats, kc. The pulse 
was 120; the animal heat 99; the expec- 
toration puriform, and afmounting to about 
four ounces in the twenty-four hours; the 
digestive functions were not much disturb- 
ed. The stethoscope indicated the exist- 
ence of tubercles, and a small cavity at the 
apex of the right lung; the left appeared 
to be healthy. ‘The acetate of morphia was 
given at night, a saline laxative with bals, 
tolu., and hydrocyanic acid in the morning ; 
iodine alone was employed for inhalation, 
and the chest was washed twice a day with 
the acetous lotion. Under this treatment 
considerable improvement ensued, particu- 
larly in reference to the facility of expecto- 
rating, but the cough was scarcely relieved 
antil conium had been added to the mixture 
for inhalation. The patient now continued 
to improve for a fortnight, but having then 
caught cold, she suffered severely for twenty- 
four hours from ‘‘ disorder of the bowels, 
and from spasms, which appeared to pro- 
ceed from uterine irritation.” In order to 
relieve the cough, which now again became 
troublesome, hydrocyanic acid was substi- 
tuted for the iodine during a few days, but 
the latter was soon resumed, and in a larger 
dose. At the end of a munth, “ her ap- 
pearance was greatly improved, and all the 
symptoms were relieved ; the pulse was re- 
duced to 80, the animal heat to 95; the 
respiration appeared unembarrassed, &c. A 
decoction of cinchona, with hydrocyanic 
acid, was now given ; the morphia was dis- 
continued, and the inhalation used only 
twice a day. The hydrocyanic acid was 
omitted after a fortnight, but the other 
remedies were continued for another month, 





IN PULMONARY CONSUMPTION. 


at the end of which she appeared to be per- 
fectly recovered, and has continued to enjoy 
good health up to the time of the publica- 
tion of the work, a period of about five 
months. 

Case 5.—A gentleman, xtat, 25, had been 
subject to habitual cough, especially during 
the winter, for five years, In consequence 
of its severity during the winter of 1829, he 
had been put upon a low diet, but this ap- 
peared only to reduce his strength, without 
relieving the complaint. When first seen 
by Dr. Scudamore in March, 1630, he was 
weak and emaciated ; the tongue was furred ; 
the appetite excessive, bowels costive, pulse 
96, respirations 28 in the minute, and the 
cough hard and without expectoration. The 
stethoscope indicated the existence of tuber- 
cles over a considerable portion of the right 
lung ; the left appeared to be healthy. He 
was ordered a draught of sulph. magnes., 
with bals. tolu. in the morning, and a saline 
draught at night, with a minim of hydro. 
eyanic acid in each, and a more nourishing 
diet, with a small quantity of wine. The 
acetic lotion was employed as in the other 
cases, and the inhalation of iodine alone 


having been found to excite too much irri- 
tation, it was almost immediately combined 


with conium. By these remedies a very 
evident improvement was induced in the 
course of a week, not only with regard to 
the cough, but in the digestive functions. 
The inhalation did not appear to cause any 
increased secretion of the bronchia! mucus ; 
but the patient stated, that ‘‘ on three occa- 
sions, immediately after inhaling, he had 
coughed up very small yellow substances, 
and that his chest was sensibly relieved 
by getting rid of them.” 
jodine was now increased, and as there still 
were languor and debility, the internal medi- 
cines were changed for an alkaline infusion 
of sarsaparilla, with hot milk. Under this 
treatment, to which the use of the shower- 
bath was subsequently added, the patient 
continued to improve, and at the end of two 
months all remedial means were discon- 
tinued, as he appeared to be in good health, 
and stated himself to be better than he had 
been for several years. At this time “ the 
stethoscope indicated a more free and clear 
state of the respiration, and there was 
scarcely any difference between the sound 
of the right and left side.” Although the 
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author supposes that, in this case as well as 
in the other successful ones, the tubercles 
were absorbed under the influence of the 
iodine (and admitting their previous exist- 
ence, it is difficult to come to any other con- 
clusion), yet he considers that such patients 
are liable to a return of the disease, and 
ought carefully to avoid every source of pul- 
monary irritation. 

Passing over the remaining cases of 
phthisis, which do not very essentially differ 
either in symptoms, treatment, or result, 
from the two last which we have quoted, 
we proceed to notice the other cases of pul- 
monary disease. In two cases of asthma 
with chronic bronchitis, copious expectora- 
tion, difficulty of breathing, fatiguing cough, 
and great debility, although a complete cure 
was not produced, yet by the inhalation of 
iodine and conium, together with some tonic 
medicines, very great relief was afforded, 
and the patients were brought into a better 
state of health than they had had for many 
years. In a case of chronic bronchitis, and 
in one of laryngitis, a complete cure was 
induced by the use of the inhalation, with- 
out any interaal remedy. In one of habitual 
and irritable cough, conium alone was em- 
ployed, with the most satisfactory results, 

Jn case 14, that of a female, wtat, 54, who 
had been subject to winter cough for 20 
years, the complaint had been peculiarly 
severe for three weeks ; there were also con- 
siderable dyspnea, oppression at the right 
side of the chest, and copious viscid expec- 
toration ; the pulse was 96; the digestive 
functions scarcely affected. The mixture 
for inhalation was composed of conium, 
ipecacuanha, and hydrocyanic acid; no in- 
ternal medicine was given, except a few 
doses of magues. sulph., but a blister was 
formed on the right side of the chest, by the 
application of a solution of cantharides in 
strong acetic acid, which the author prefers 
to the empl. canthar., as being less painful 
to the patient, and more speedy and certain 
in its operation. Great improvement was 
produced hy this treatment. After a week 
the iodine and conium inhalation was em- 
ployed, and in less than a month she was en- 
tirely recovered. In another case of chronic 
bronchitis, attended with much irritation, a 
cure was effected by the inhalation of co- 
nium, ipecacuanha, and hydrocyanic acid, 
without any other remedy whatever, and in 
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one of spasmodic asthma, that of ether, co- 
nium, and ipecacuanha, was sufficient for the 
(temporary) removal of the complaint. The 
author has not stated the doses in which the 
inhaled medicines were employed, except 
the hydrocyanic acid, which was from three 
to six minims, because they must neces- 
sarily be altered according to the circum- 


SCALD. 


yield us a decent article. Having now, how- 
ever, obtained a sufficient number of papers 
of an interesting and really instructive cha- 
racter, we shall notice most of them in this 
week’s Lancet. 

Of the country periodicals before us, the 
Glasgow Medical Journal must, from the 
nature and quality of its contents, take the 





stances of each particular case, “‘ and from/|lead. ‘The two last numbers (11 and 12) 
an apprehension that patients themselves contain many original papers, several of 
might be tempted to undertake the treat- them of considerable interest. We begin 
— 


ment of their own cases.” All that the 
author has mentioned in reference to 
the manner of employing the remedies 
which he recommends is, that the vesseis 
were of glass,—that the iodine was ren- 
dered soluble in distilled water by admix-| 7). operation was performed by Dr. M. 
ture with alcohol and hydriodate of potass,— Buchanan, and the history of the case is 
that the other medicines were employed in| given, as related by him, in a clinical lecture 
the form of tincture,—-and that the tempera- | at the Royal Infirmary. W. S., wt. 55,em~ 
ture of the mixture was from 115° to 120° ployed in some alum works near Glasgow, 
Fabrenheit ; and when hydrocyanie acid fel], on April 17th, against the side of a 
was employed, from 100° to 110°. He men-/| vat, and ‘remained for several minutes with 
tions having employed chlorine in several | jis arm plunged up to the elbow in the 
cases of phthisis, but that ** its beneficial | boiling lye. On the 19th he was admitted 
action was very decidedly inferior to that| into the infirmary, the whole fore-arm and 
of iodine, and that on every occasion the/ hand being then apparently dead, and the 
patient, when resuming the inhalation of skin hard, dry, and unyielding ; the pulse 


| A CASE OF SCALD, IN WHICH, AFTER AMPU- 
TATION OF THE ARM, THE SUBCLAVIAN 
ARTERY WAS TIED TO ARREST SECONDARY 
HEMORRHAGE. 


the latter, in strong language expressed his | 
conviction of its being by far the most ser- 
viceable remedy.” 

In justice to Dr. Scudamore we should 
state, that a professional friend has inform- 
ed us, that the doctor will instantly furnish 
any medical practitioner with his different 
formul for inhalation. 





MEDICAL PERIODICALS, 
August to December, 1830. 


Tue great press of original matter which 
has claimed precedence in our pages, and 
the attention we have devoted to the new 
works which have lately appeared, have 
prevented us for some time from presenting 
to our readers any extracts from our metro- 
politan and provincial contemporaries, A 
dozen or two of professional magazines have 
in consequence accumulated on our table, 
but the neglect we may appear to have lately 
shown them will be considered of a very 
venial nature when we say, that it has re- 
quired @ pile of considerable dimensions to 


at the wrist was, however, just perceptible. 
As it was thought possible that the slough- 
ing might be ouly superficial, amputation was 
not performed, but turpentine dressings and 
emollient poultices were employed locally, 
and calomel and opium internally, On the 
21st he had pain in the head, some disturb- 
ance of the sensorium, contracted pupils, 
slight yellowness of the eyes and skin, and 
partial paralysis of the left arm ; forty leeches 
were therefore applied to the head, and 
afterwards a cold lotion; the bowels were 
freely opened, and the former remedies then 
continued, On the 22d, the cerebral symp- 
toms were somewhat relieved ; in the arma 
line of separation was perceptible, and the 
muscles on its inner side had made their 
way through the adjoining softened integu- 
ments, and projected their fleshy bellies 
more than half an inch beyond the surface, 
An incision was now made, through the 
indurated skin, the whole length of the 
forearm at its posterior part. On the 24th, 
the dead integuments were almost entirely 
separated from the subjacent parts, from 
which there was a copious sanious discharge. 
The general condition of the patient was 
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rather improved. On this day Dr. Weir, 
who had the care of the patient, performed 
amputation above the elbow, by the double- 
flap operation ; four arteries, and the bra- 
chial vein which bled profusely, were tied. 
On the 27th, the dressings were removed, 


and— 

“The flaps were found wide open, the 
surfaces brown and sloughy, and the dis- 
charge of a very offensive nature. 
edema had spread to the arm and right side 
of the chest; three of the ligatures on the 
face of the stump were easily removed, and 
the constitutional symptoms were not of the 
most favourable kind ; his skin was still of 
the same very unnatural colour; his tongue 
was rather dry, and his stools were green 
and very fetid; the pulse also was small 
and compressible. Stimulants were from 
this date poured into him, and the stump 
was dressed with resinous and turpentine 
applications. He began tu sink on the day 
after the operation, and from that time he 
was put upon nourishing diet, and had an 
ounce of wine every hour,” 


Oa the 30th, Dr. Buchanan having com- 
menced his year’s attendance at the infir- 
mary, the patient was transferred to his 


care. He was then in a rather more favour- 
able condition than on the previous day, and 
had slept the whole night; but some hamor- 
rhage, apparently venous, had taken place 
from the stump, and the oozing continued 
throughout the day. Another ligature had 
come away, and it could not be ascertained 
whether the remaining one was on the bra- 
chial artery or vein. Early on the follow- 
ing morning the last ligature came away, 
and the hemorrhage recurred to an alarm- 


and as the oozing which had recurred could 
be checked by pressure on the subclavian, 
fe was determined to secure that artery at 
once above the clavicle. The operation was 
| performed with great ease by Dr. Buchanan, 
| who states that the difficulties attending it, 
| especially in reference to the passing of the 
|aueurismal needles, have been sadly mag- 


hn |nified; it did not occupy more than ten 
ue | 


minutes; there was not so much as two 
teaspoonsful of blood lost, and the pain was 


seemingly very trifling. 


From this time the hemorrhage was com- 


|pletely arrested, and on the 2nd, and the 


morning of the 3rd, the patient seemed to 
be improving; but on the evening of the 
latter day he began to sink ; the respiration 
was somewhat oppressed, the pulse in- 
creased in frequency, the tongue, which had 
been clean, became brown and dry in the 
|centre, and the wound made by the opera- 
tion, from which the dressings were now 
removed, was found to be wholly ununited, 
and of a white sloughy appearance ; from 
this period he continued to sink, and died 
on the evening of the 5th, We have not 
thought it necessary to particularize the 
| treatment, which appears to have been very 
judicious, and consisted chiefly in the ad- 
| ministration of wine, sulphate of quinine, 
land opium. On dissection, the ligature on 
the subclavian was found to have been per- 
fectly well applied, and the artery was 
closed by a hard clot above it. 





| ‘The muscles surrounding the shoulder- 
| joint, were soft, green, and matted together, 


{ 


jand a large collection of fetid pus extended 


ing extent, and when Dr. Buchanan saw the from the stump below the axilla, to the 
patient at eigbt o’clock, ‘‘ the bed and sur- under surface of the pectoralis major and 
rounding dressings were deluged with blood, | minor; the whole substance of which last, 
the stump of the same foul appearance, the | ¥®5 “e — Pa pe Get scint,. state as the 
countenance pale, the features sunk, and the | we With bets ae + est of death in 
extremities quite cold; in short, he was; j, case,” observes Dr. Buchanan, “ 
moribund.” Under these circumstances any think it must appear evident, that it was not 
operation was out of the question; warm | the last operation, but a spreading of the 
wine and brandy were, however, adminis-|‘T@umatic gangrene, whose progress was 
tered in such quantities as his stomach would | b#stened by the loss of blood, both at the 
bear, and further hemorrhage prevented by | 


amputation and at the secondary hemor- 

: F rhage, which occurred on the morniag of 

firmly compressing the subclavian artery,|the ist. But it may be asked, What was 
and the.application of a hard pad and ban- | the cause of the secondary hemorrhage on 
dage to the brachial. At one o'clock the|the 7th day after the amputation? I think 
patient had rallied most wonderfully ; and |this admits of a very satisfactory answer ; 


ce . not only from an inspection of the blood- 
at six in the evening, as the pulse had got| yosse1, but also from the colour of the blood 
up, as_it was impossible from the sloughy | 


discharged, its quantity, and its suppression, 
state of the stump to tie any vessels there, | by the application of the thumb to the sub- 
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clavian, as it passes over the first rib. All| little moment, where so much blood had 

these circumstances show that the hwmor- | been previously lost.” 

rhage came from the main trunk. The liga-| We need not follow Dr. Buchanan in his 

ture round the blood-vessel still remains ;/ ¢ tor consideration of the treatment of the 

and on inspecting its cardiac side, the hard | : 

clot of blood which nature has formed, can ®8¢; we are fully satisfied that the opera- 

be traced into one of the nearest branches, | tion was not only justifiable, but in every 
* But if so certain of an unfavourable | respect creditable to him ; that the death of 


issue to your case, after the last haemorrhage, 


why, it has been said, have recourse to so} 


formidable and dangerous an operation as 


tying the subclavian artery, during the pro- | 


the patient cannot in any way be ascribed 
to it; and we have little doubt, that if the 
progress of gangrene could have been ar- 


gress of which the patient might, in all rested, it would have been followed by 
likelihood, die in your hands, by your in- | complete success. 

cautiously cutting some considerable arterial | 

branch, which, in the hands of so many | : : 

operators, has been observed to oceur ? Alt En the [ollowing exticie oh he 

true; but what alternative was left us ?| SEVERE AND FATAL CONSEQUENCES OF SLIGHT 


death inevitable from hemorrhage or gan- 
grene, or death problematical from the ope- 
ration, Death did not take place till the 
Sth day after the operation, and not one 
single bad symptom arising from this ap- 
peared during all this time. On the con- 
trary, having now no fear of hemorrhage, 
cordials and stimulants were poured into the 


patient with no niggardly hands, and with | 


a rallying of strength and pulse, the asto- 
nishment of all who saw him. Indeed, had 
it not been that the sloughing process, pre- 
vious to the last operation, had made such 
progress, and the abscesson the chest, the 
consequence of it, had sunk him so low, I 
feel quite convinced that his recovery would 
have been secured. In all cases, however, 
of a similar nature, the question must con- 
stantly occur, What is the line of duty? If 
to operate, why hesitate? Why search for 
some flimsy apology for avoiding the knife? 
If death takes place, after the proper per- 
formance of your operation, you have the 
satisfaction of having done your duty, and 
as to reflections, whether extra-professional 
or not, the less you care about them the 
better.” 


He then goes on to justify the application 
of the ligature above the clavicle, rather 
than lower down, and states :— 


“The reasons which influenced me in 
making choice of the subclavian, were 
the following :—ist, The certainty of find- 
ing a healthy part of the vessel, or one 
which gave the greatest chance of being so ; 
2d, The securing at the same time by this 
procedure any other of the large branches 
which are given off on the distal side of this 
part of the vessel, and which might after- 
wards give rise to hemorrhage ; 3d, The 
absence of codema, pain, or fluctuation, 
above the clavicle ; and, 4th, The greater 
facility, in my opinion, of performing this 
Operation, and the less risk of hemorrhage 
during its execution, a point, this last, of no 
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The author, Mr. T. Adam, states that he has 
collected and compared forty published 
leases of this kind, and that from them, as 
| well as from his own experience and obser- 
vation, be has come to the following con- 
| clusions :— 

“That to certain conditions of the sys- 
tem may be attributed the power of render- 
| ing us more susceptible of the severe conse- 

quences from dissection wounds ; and that 
jthese conditions are such as are usually 
| expressed by the rather vague appellations 
|of ‘irritable or bad habit of body,” ‘ scro- 
|fulous diathesis,’ ‘worn-out constitution,’ 
|‘ general debility,” &c.—names for a con- 
dition, of which in general no very precise 
ideas are formed ;”’—** that from inoculation 
| with the fluids ofa body recently deceased, 
more danger is to be apprehended, than 
|from a similar exposure to the fluids of a 
| body farther gone in decomposition ; and 
| that the danger is much greater if the cause 
‘of death has been inflammation of any of the 
| serous membranes, particularly of the peri- 
| toneum,” 

| These conclusions appear to us to be 
| well founded, and they coincide with the 
opinions of most of those who have had the 
| best opportunities of studying the subject. 
The most interesting and valuable part of 
the paper is, however, the case of the author 
himself. Inthe year 1827, Dr. Colles, in 
the Dublin Hospital Reports, proposed to 
} treat the fever, or constitutional irritation, 
consequent on wounds received in dissec- 
tion, by calomel in frequent doses ‘so as to 
produce immediate salivation; he did not, 
however, mention any case where this me- 
thod had been employed, nor does it appear 
to have been since adopted by any other 
practitioner, though a case was described 
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WOUNDS RECEIVED IN DISSECTION. 


by Mr. Shaw in which the accidental occur- 
rence of salivation from a small dose of mer- 
cury was productive of great benefit. Mr. 
Adams, therefore, on becoming himself 
the subject of the disease, determined to 
give the mercurial plan a trial, and as he had 
described his case very concisely, we are 
unwilling to abridge it still further, but shall 
give it in his own words. 


“About the end of January, 1829, I 
assisted at the inspection of the body of a 
female who had died of chronic pulmonary 
disease, with effusion betwixt the pleure 
on the left side, While handling the lung 
on this side, I felt a smarting pain in a 
scratch upou my right thumb, which | had, 
I thought, sufficiently cauterised with the 
nitrate of silver, before going to the inspec- 
tion. I immediately washed and sucked 
the wound, and re-applied the caustic, I'Lis 
was about4 p.m. 2d day. About 5 a.m, 
next morning, that is, 13 hours after the 
inspection, 1 was awakened by a severe 
pain above my elbow, and on the top of my 
arm, in the situation of the deltoid muscle. 
This pain increased in severity till 8 a.., 
when I commenced the use of a cold lotion 
to the arm, and calomel-in three-grain doses 
every three hours. Had slight headach aud 
languor; pulse 82. 3d day. After taking 
five doses of the calomel it was discontinued, 


came excessive, and more nearly resembled 
the sensation of what is called a sleeping 
|font or hand, thad any other I can remem- 
|ber, in kind, but not in degree, It conti- 
;nued very painful for eight hours, notwith- 
| standing the use of the cold lotion a part 
of that time, and taking 3i of tinct. opii. 
About 1 a.m. oot ee Be the use of the 
calomel, of which I again took five doses. 
In the afternoon my mouth became sore, 
the calomel not having yet acted on the 
bowels, and in the evening | felt completely 
relieved from all my complaints, local and 
general, 7th day. Slept well; mouth very 
sore and blistered ; arm nearly free of pain 
even on pressure ; some red spots were ob- 
served on shoulder to-day: no swelling in 
axilla. Yesterday one of tbs veins of the 
arm, a branch of which ran ovér the thumb, 
was observed tense, hard, and painful. Toe 
day the pain and hardness are gone. 8th 
day. General irritation less; pulse 92; 
tongue white but cleaning; arm a little 
painful; mouth less sore. 9th and 10th 
days. Arm a little painful; mouth getting 
better. ith day. Yesterday evenmg my 
mouth again became painful, and the gums 
swollen and blistered, in consequence, L 
suppose, of being out part of the day, which 
was damp and foggy. This day felt less 
pain, and was less oppressed or languid than 
on any previous day. Commenced the use 
of sulph. quin, From this day I was free 





as by that time it had begun to act on the 
bowels. During the night it acted four 
times very freely. Sleep very disturbed. 


from complaint, save of weakness, and of the 
arm being very easily fatigued.” 


It is hardiy possible for the beneficial 








In the morning I felt very languid, but 
scarcely any pain in the arm. ‘Tongue very 
foul; pulse 96 to 108, Nausea prevented | 
me from living according to Mr. Shaw’s! 
stimulating plan of regimen, which I had) 
resolved to do. In the afternoon I began | 


to feel my mouth a little sore, and about five | 


P-M., On attempting to chew, felt my gums 
very sore, aud when looked at, they were 
found very red, with a few white spots upon 
them. The languor now went off. Later 
in the evening | felt the gluteal region of the 
right side very tender on pressure. The 
elbow and shoulder not painful except on 
pressure or motion. 4th day. | felt so well 
as. to be able to resume imy professional 
visits, After walking four miles, I felt lan- 
guid and irritable, and the pain returned in 
the lumbar and gluteal regions. After using 
my arm a little it also became very painful. 
Re-applied cold lotion ; gums not very sore ; 
no salivation ; pulse 92 to 100. 5th day. 
During this day felt spasmodic twitching in 
pectoral region. The pain in lumbar and 
gluteal regions rather increased ; pulse 92; 
tongue furred and white; tenderness of 
mouth and gums nearly gene ; pain in arm 
very little until 1 had used it a little. 6th 
day. About midnight the pain of arm be- 


effects of a particular remedy to be more 
striking than those of the mercury in this 
instance, and we fully agree with the author 
when he observes,— 


“* Though these cases cannot be consider- 
ed as evidence sufficient to establish the 
certain efficacy of this mode of treatment, 
they seem to hold forth abundant induce- 
ment to make further trials, and to claim 
for this treatment a confidence, equal, if not 
superior, to that which can be reposed in 
any other. It isnot simply and singly be- 
cause the cases terminated favourably, that 
I would attach more confidence to this (the 
mercurial) than to any other mode of treat- 
ment; butit is because the subsidence of 
the symptoms and the appearances of mer- 
pas | action—the annibilation, or at least 
the overpowering of the natural by the artifi- 
cial disease, appear so intimately related by 
the simultaneousness of their occurrence, 
as to lend considerable plausibility to the 
hypothesis, that the relation was not merely 
that of casual coincidence, but that of cause 
and effect.” 











456 MONSTROSITIES. 


The third paper, on glaucoma, by Mr. | parts of the organism which are last formed, 
Mackenzie, which occupies thirteen pages, Present the greatest number of anomalies, 
is a literal copy of the chapter on that dis- | as is the case in monsters from deficiency, as 
ease in his recently-published work on dis- —_ called. - —_ oe reg te aod 
eases of the eye, and the editors, therefore | Deve rhantorane tee eves: mnt 

yes » therefore | heart, irregularities of vessels and nerves 

appear to be almost guilty of a kind of fraud |are rarer than those of the central organs, 

upon their readers, in inserting it as an Hence we frequently find the foramen ovale 

original article. | open, because it is one of the last of those 

| parts which is completed in the regular or- 

MONSTROSITIES. ganization, and on the same principle the 

T fi . : dmi brain is more commonly incomplete than the 

he fi th article contains spina mirable spinal marrow, Other examples of this law 

exposition of the modera doctrine, on the may be readily remembered, as the lobular 

production and nature of monstrosities, | structure of the kidneys, and the permanent 
though we think the author has ascribed too residence of the testicles in the abdomen. 


: at : « There is a still more singular circum- 
much to Geoffroy St. Hilaire, and too little stance which is frequently observed in mon- 


to Meckel and the German snatomists. AS sters from retarded development, namely, 
condensation here is impossible, we must) that the deficiencies which they exhibit, 
content ourselves with extracting a few of | often correspond to the regular organization 
the most interesting and striking passages, of corresponding organs in the inferior ani- 


; mals. ‘This takes place in consequence of 
ey eons He peel wa principle which is now one of the best 


whole paper those of our readers who may| established in physiology, that the various 
wish for & luminous explanation of the very | stages of development through which the 
ingenious and important theory in question. | organs of the foetus run, are analogous to the 
“« There are many monstreus forms which permanent structure of the same organs in 
we may readily imagine, but which can never{ Some of the inferior animals. It is neces- 
be produced hy any derangement of the sary to prevent a principle of this sort from 
formative power (nisus formativus). For being abused or not properly understood, 
example, we never observed the sacrum | As we observe no regular gradation of ani- 
placed on the superior extremity of the ver-| mals, it cannot be understood as stating that 
tebral column, or the urinary bladder in the | the embryo begins to appear as a monad, 
cavity of the thorax ; nor do we ever detect | and is promoted through all its intermediate 
the ureters terminating in the aorta or the| grades, till it becomes a true human fetus. 
hepatic veins in the stomach ; and although | Nor can the entire embryo be compared to 
we often see monstrosities destitute of head any of the inferior animals, when we consi- 
and upper extremities, while the orgaus of | der the’structure of all its organs. If, on 
nutrition still remain, the converse of this| the other band, we trace the progress of any 
never occurs, and consequently we never! particular set of organs from the earliest 
observe a monster consisting of the head and | periods of formation up to maturity, we will 
upper extremities alone” ‘* In| find that there is a remarkable analogy be- 
the analysis of the cranium of an encepha-| tween these fleeting forms of the embryo 
lous monster, it was found that all the bones organs, and their permanent structure in the 
of the perfectly developed foetus were pre- inferior animals. 
sent, and retained the same connexions,| ‘“‘ If we select the nervous system for an 
although their forms were altered or modi-| example, we shall find that in the embryo 
fied* agreeably to the theory of the unity ofthe nerves are formed before the spinal 
organic composition. Guided by these con- | marrow or brain, as is also the case in z00- 
siderations, M. Geoffroy St. Hilaire has not | phytes and mollusea. ‘The ganglions of the 
hesitated to consider each kind of monstro- | spinal nerves then appear, and if M. Serres’ 
sity as a species, and to attempt a classifi-| opinion be correct, this state is analogous 
cation of them, founded upon the common! to that of the nervous system of insects, 
principles of zoology, an enterprise which,| where the ganglions of the nervous chord 
although perhaps premature, will doubtless are analogous to the ganglions of the spinal 
be established on a firm basis, as our kuow-| nerves of the higher animals. As the pro- 
ledge of these singular beings becomes more | gress of development advances, the spinal 
complete. marrow appears surmounted by a few tuber- 
** Among these monstrous forms, many cles, which are the rudiments of the cere- 
may be explained on the principle of are-| bral parts. It is often hollow, and extends 
tarded development of organs. Hence those to the extremity of the coccyx, and there 
are two tubercula quadrigemina, whose inte- 
rior is also hollow. These circumstances are 
* Philosophie Auatomique, tom. ii. p.23. | precisely the same as we see in studying the 
! 
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HYSTERIA.CARBONATE OF IRON. 


nervous system of fishes, in which these 
tubercles predominate over the other cere- 
bral parts. The anterior lobes of the brain 
are then developed as inreptiles. Next the 

* cerebellum increases, as is the case in birds, 
the pons varolii and corpus callosum then 
appear in the embryo, and are peculiar to 
mammiferous animals. The fetal brain is 
still destitute of convolutions, and the cere- 
bellum is not covered by the braia, and this 
is the cace in many avimals, as the rab- 
bit, &e.” 

«The case of hare-lip, where there is 
also a cloven palate, affords a very good 
illustration of the principles we have at- 
tempted to explain. ‘his imperfection takes 
place in consequence of the development of 
organs from the centre to the circumference, 
and is equally the regular condition of some 
period of embryo life, and of the adult state 
of many of the ioferior animals. - - - - - 
Those cases of atresia where the rectum 
opens into the urinary bladder or urethra, 
resemble the organization of these parts in 
birds where the feces, urine, and semen, are 
received into a common cavity called the 
cloaca. In those cases where the penis is 
impervious, and has a sulcus on its inferior 
surface, we have a repetition structure of 
the same part in the sea turtle, where the 
same sulcus exists.” 

We shall finish our extracts with the 
author's concluding observation, in which 
we heartily concur :— 

*«« Every philosophic mind will doubtless 
prefer these examples of pathological ana- 
tomy, where, with a moderate portion of 
sagacity, it is easy to separate all the con- 
ditions of our problem, to those vivisections 
so much in fashion at present, and which 
are elevated with the imposing title of ex- 
perimental physiology, where so many un- 
certainties are mingled together, and where 
the knife produces so much pain, that no 
kind of excitation can be studied, aud where 
we cannot distinguish the respective effects 
of so many different cuuses.*”’ 


The 8th article by Dr, Lucas, gives an 

account of 
A REMARKABLE CASE OF HYSTERIA. 

The patient, etat. 40, remarkably healthy, 
and of a “ tall, strong, masculine make, 
was suddenly attacked with excruciating 
pain at the epigastrium and extreme disten- 
sion of the stomach, and was found by Dr. 
Lucas, whe saw her almost immediately, 
writhing as if in great agony, perspiring 
profusely from the forehead and hands, ut- 





* Anatomie Philosophique, tom. ii, p. 134. 





tering dreadful cries, and exhibiting almost 
every symptom of hysteria in a degree 
equally extraordinary and alarming. As the 
pulse was full, strong, hard, and rather fre- 
quent, she was immediately bled to about 
40 ounces. By this a slight impression was 
made on the spasm of the stemach, but the 
patient having been much agitated by the 
fainting of one of the by-standers, the pain 
was greatly aggravated, and the good effects 
of the bleeding apparently altogether lost. 
The medicines which had been sent for hav- 
ing now arrived, a f, 5 iss of tinct. opii with 
peppermint water, was given every five mi- 
nutes. Four doses were administered with- 
out any effect, but after twenty miuutes the 
patient began to eructate, and suddenly ex- 
claimed, ‘* 1 am quite well.” This quantity 
of opium did not produce stupor nor head- 
ach ; the patient continued free from pain, 
and only complained the next day of nausea, 
It being now found that the bowels had been 
for a long time costive, a purgative enema 
was administered, anda large quantity of very 
offensive tar-like feces evacuated, with great 
relief to the stomach. The nausea having 
however returned, the next day she took 
an emetic of tartar and antimony ; and, after 
a copious vomiting of bile the uneasiness of 
the stomach was completely removed. On 
the fourth day a second paroxysm, re- 
sembling the first, occurred, and was almost 
immediately arrested by four drachms of the 
tincture, and six grains of solid opium. A 
few days afterwards she was attacked a 
third time, and relieved in the same man- 
ner. No further paroxysm, however, oc- 
curred, and under the use of tonic and 
laxative medicines she completely reco- 
vered. The disorder is attributed by Dr, 
L. to a habit of taking every morning, fast- 
ing, a large quantity of strong green tea 
without cream or sugar. 


CARBONATE OF IRON. 


The observations of Mr. Clark, ina short 
article on the preparation of carbonate of 
iron, are well deserving of attention, He 
states, that when thia medicine is prepared 
according to the directions of the British 
Phamacopeias, it absorbs oxygen so rapidly 
while drying, as to be almost entirely con- 
verted into the red oxyde, a substance very 
different in its medicinal properties, and 














458 HERNIA.—DISEASE OF THE HEART. 


which may be given to almost any extent | the others, recovered, without a bad symp- 
without producing any apparent effect ex- tom, Though we cannot doubt the correct. 
cept in the fecal evacuations; to which ness of Mr. Macleod’s statement, yet we 
circumstance, we have no doubt, are owing ‘should be unwilling to recommend a similar 
the very different reports which have been | method of proceeding, at least as far as the 
made by various practitioners, as to the dose degree of force is concerned; as to the 
and properties of this substance. Mr. | duration of the pressure, it is liable to no 
Clark, therefore, proposes to avoid the ex- | other objection than that of excessively fa- 
posure of the precipitate to the action of the tiguing the surgeon, and may be well worthy 
air, and gives the following formula, by atrial, provided no inflammation be going 


which a true carbonate may be obtained :— | on within the hernial sac. 
} 

“ Take of sulphate of iron and subcarbo- . . 
nate of soda, each eight ounces. Pound | We have already published so much on 
each salt, and dissolve them separately in the ergot of rye, that we do not think it 
warm water. If necessary, filter. Being fil- expedient to notice a valuable paper by Dr, 
tered < a solutions in a =e Armour, on the action of this most efficacious 
vessel, capable o ing one or two gallons aos enneh 
of water, which fill up with cold. Stir—let smal, of thy comnts ed — om 

readers must be by this time convinced : 


subside—and then decant the clear liquor ’ 2 
from the precipitate. Fill up again with We shall conclude our notice with a case of 


water, and likewise again decant ; and repeat 
this operation two or three times, so as to. OSSIFICATION OF THE HEART, 

te the soluble salts, Next put the On which we have only to observe, that 
precipitate on a filter of cotton or linen she use of the stethoscope does appear to us 


pmo ot rote ea alrbanaes to have been indicated, and that it is much 


hand the edges of the filter, so as to make it °° be regretted that this instrument was not 
asort of bag, and with the other twist it employed. 

round from the holding hand downwards, 80 4, ww M-K.,aged 48, porter,had complained 
for many months of swelling aud pain in the 


as to squeeze out the remaining water. The 
Sous oe re eee epigastric region, extending into right hy- 
coger end eromatic powder, Ss qultshie pochond rium, ace a any? > a 
proportions, make it into an electuary.” Posed yg npc tes - — ‘Ge 
** Thus,” says he, ‘ we obtain a carbonate et Be . emerte = “hoch tim — - rer 
of iron, uniform in its properties, bardly abd —— h sil - por ye - 
deteriorated by the process it undergoes, di — a sateen die of | er 
and little liable to change by keeping.” (Canes, Se eS See 
|pain immediately below the ensiform carti- 
| lage, and in the region of the liver, but from 
STRANGULATED INGUINAL HERNIA, | the great accumulation of fluid, no distinct 
|tumour was perceptible. Pulse regular, 
The substance of Mr. M‘Leod’s “ Re-|seldom above 70; urine scanty and high- 
marks on the Cure of strangulated inguinal Coloured; skin dry, great thirst and deficient 
Hernia by the Taxis,” with which the No, |*PPetite. He used squills, digitalis, decoc- 
for the ard inti. chtemteain wants {tion of broom, and other diuretics, and the 
ets + may S¢ system was kept under the influeace of mer- 
given in a very few words; the only novelty | cury for some weeks. By these means the 
in his method of treatment being that of lancivating pains were much alleviated, but 
keeping up a more forcible and continued , the dropsical symptoms increased; the ab- 


pressure, with one or both hands on the |domen became larger, the lower extremities 


hernial tumour, than has hitherto, we be- j@edematous, and his breathing became so 


: . jmuch oppressed, that it was necessary to 
lieve, been practised or recommended. On | perform paracentesis. On the 16th Novem- 


two occasions the pressure was kept up for | ber, 16 Ibs of fluid were drawn off; it was 
two hours, to the great fatigue of the ope- | very thick and gelatinous, and had floating 
rator; and on another, where the tumour|in it a great many pieces of coagulable 
was very large, Mr. Macleod was assisted lymph. A large tumour was now discovered 


not only by another surgeon, but by two occupying both hypochondria, and also epi- 
A the hersi th | sastric and umbilical regions. Pressure 
carters, and the hernia was thus compresse |upon it produced acute pain, particularly 


with very great force for a full hour before | towards the right side ; and when this was 
it was reduced ; yet this patient, as well as applied over the ensiform cartilage, a feeling 
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MUSCULAR CONTRACTION, 


of nausea was induced, with dragging pain 
atstomach. After the operation the symp- 
toms were very tly relieved. He passed TRACTION OF THR MUSCLES. 

. urine freely, and expressed himsclf as being | “It is not uncommon, in surgical prac- 
quite well, The fluid, however, again ac-| tice, to meet with cases where certain mus- 
cumulated rapidly, and on the 18th December | cles have remained for a great length of time 
the same quantity was drawn off; two days| rigidly and permanently contracted. This 
after which, symptoms of peritonitis came | state sometimes results from disease in the 
on, and he died on the 28th December. On nerve distributed to the affected muscles ; 
dissection, the tumour was found to arise | occasionally it is produced by the muscles 
from a scirrhous enlargement of the omen-| having their points of attachment unduly 
tum, which had formed adhesions to all the | and unnaturally approximated for a consi- 
neighbouring parts, particularly to the sto- derable length of time, as in unreduced dis- 
mach and transverse arch of the colon, the | locations, in the treatment of fracture, &c. ; 
last of which was imbedded in its sub-/ and, in some cases, the precise cause cannot 
stance, and so much — * that its| be ascertained. When a muscle has long 
canal was nearly obliterated. The liver was beeu in this state, it often remains contract- 
not larger than natural, but that part of its | ed, solely from habit, even after the cause 
left lobe which was in intimate connexion | which originally produced it has ceased to 
with the diseased mass, had assumed some- | operate ; and by breaking this habit, relief 
what of the same appearance. There was a| may generally in a short time be obtained. 
great quantity of fluid in the cavity of the | There are certain sets of muscles which act 
abdomen, similar to what had been drawn ‘as antagonists to each other, as for example, 
off. The lungs exhibited no marks of dis-' the flexors and extensors of the arm. The 
ease. Qn examination of the heart, the | contraction of either of these sets of muscles 
pericardium was found firmly adherent to its | is always accompanied with a simultaneous 
right side. When dissected off, nearly the | relaxation of the other ; thus, if the arm be 
whole of the right auricle, and fully one half| powerfully flexed by the biceps, aud the ex- 
of the corresponding ventricle, were found tensors brought into action, the extensors 
invested with a thick and rugged deposition ;no soouer act than the biceps becomes re- 
of ossific matter. An osseous lamella, half) laxed. Suppose then the flexors of the arm 


ON THE PERMANENT INVOLUNTARY CON- 





an inch in breadth, nearly surrounded the | 
heart, following the course of junction of 
the auricles and ventricles. The left ven- 
tricle was marked by numerous striz of bone, 
corresponding with the tract of the coronary 


to have been some time iu a state of perma- 
nent involuntary contraction; if the limb, 
by gentle force, be put in the position of 
pertect extension, the flexors become relax- 
ed, and by maintaining this position a cer- 


vessels ; and on its upper and lateral sur-| tain length of time, this unnatural habit of 
face, au irregular plate of bone, an inch and | involuntary contraction, which has been 


a half long by three-fourths of an inch | acquired in the flexors, may be broken or 
broad, was deposited. The surface of this| destroyed. To prove the success which may 
plate was smooth, and the pericardium did | be expected to follow this plan of treatment, 
not adhere toit. This case is rather singu- | the following cases are selected from many 
lar, from the fact that the pulse was never | others which have come ander my notice, 
in the slightest degree irregular; neither; ‘* Mary Leak, aged 25, u stout, robust 
was it at any time, prior to the peritoneal| woman from the country, was admitted a 
inflammation, very quick. It generally | patient of the infirmary under my care July 
ranged between 70 and 80, and was by no/30, 1820. She had been fifteen months 
means, even to the last, either small or| under treatment, suffering much during the 
feeble. There was no symptom of irregu-| whole of this time from permanent contrac- 
larity in the circulation of the lungs, no | tion of the quadriceps extensor femoris, the 
dyspnea nor cough. Under these circum-| whole of which muscle was in an extremely 
stances, no suspicion existed during life| rigid state; she walked without pain, but 
of any affection of the heart, and, on exami-|an inability to bend the right knee in the 
nation with the stethoscope not beiug indi- | least degree, gave her the appearance of 
cated, that instrument was not employed,” | having a wooden leg. The warm-bath, fric- 
| tions, and many other means, had been per- 
| severed in for a great leugth of time, without 
The North of England Medical and | producing the least effect upon her com- 
Surgical Journal, No. 2, which stands|plaint. Ou the day succeeding her admis- 
next in order among the journals before us, | $100, I placed her on the bed on her left 


. : | side, and taking hold of the ancle with my 
eared mond conaen iright hand, grasping the thigh with my left, 


- ; I succeeded in drawing the heel and press- 
ing article is by Mr. Samuel Smith, surgeon jing it against the buttock, thus producing a 


to the Leeds Infirmary. | perfect flexion of the limb, Itis neeessary 
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460 OPERATION FOR PTOSIS. 


to explain, that in accomplishing this, re-}were had recourse to without effect; she 
course was had more to art and cunning than | then came to Leeds to place herself under 
to force, It was gratifying to find that the | my care. Finding she had considerable pain 
rigid muscles had become perfectly relaxed, | upon pressure, in the course of the ulnar 
and in order to destroy the tendency to re-|nerve, I thought it advisable, previous to 
action, two leather straps, with buckles, | extending the fingers, to apply a small blis- 
were placed tight round the upper part of | ter (three inches long and one broad) above 
the thigh and ancle, binding the lim) in| the wrist, and in the direction of the nerve. 
this position, the heel touching the buttock. | The day following the fingers were gently 
She was ordered to remain in bed bound in | extended ; dressings applied to the blister, 
this manner until my visit on the following la compress of lint, and a splint reaching from 
day. ‘The relief was immediate and com- | the extremity of the fingers a little beyond 
plete. Upon being released next day, it|the wrist, was firmly secured by a bandage 
was found that the muscles which had been|to keep them extended. Next day they 
for so long a period contracted were quite | were removed, the contraction of the flexors 
relaxed; and not ouly so, but the tendency | had ceased, she had the perfect use of her 
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to involuntary contraction was destroyed. 
Suspecting, however, it might retura, she 
remained an in-patient ten days: no return 
of the complaint took place ; she was made 
an out-patieat, and appeared as such August 
50. She was perfectly well, and had suffer- 
ed no relapse. 

** October 20, 1826. Wm. Holdin, aged 
36, admitted a patient in the infirmary, ua- 
der my care, on account of the right mas- 
seter muscle being permanently contracted. 
He has been fourteen months incapable of 
opening his mouth more than to admit the 
handle of a leaden spoon. Upon introduc- 
ing the finger within the cheek, and the 
thumb without, the muscle can be grasped, 
and in hardness it resembles bone rather 
than muscle ; he has been upwardsof a year 
unable to close the righteye. He was di- 
rected to wear a wooden wedge between 
the teeth, soas gradually to open the mouth, 
and thus gain upon the contracted muscle. 
No medical treatment was adopted, and in 
the course ofa week or ten days the mouth 
could be opened upwards of an inch; the 
masseter muscle had become relaxed and 
soft, and he was so much relieved, that at 
his own particular wish he went out, Nov. 
10, in order that he might labour for his 
family ; he was, however, directed to con- 
tinue the use of the wooden wedge for some 
time. He was able to take common diet, 
which had materialiy improved his strength, 
having previously lived a long time upon 
spoon-meat, fiom his inability to open the 
mouth : he could also close the eye, which 
he had not done before for upwards of a 
year. 

** Nov. 2, 1829. Miss H., a young lady, 
residing about twenty miles from Leeds, 
had the misfortune, nine weeks ago, to fal! 
and sprain her wrist, for the relief of which 
leeches and the usual applications were had 
recourse to, under the direction of a very 
respectable practitioner; in a few days she 
was better of the sprain, but the ring and 
litde-finger were permanently contracted, 
and she had lost the power of extending 
them ; torelieve this affection various means 


hand, and had suffered no relapse up to the 
present time (June, 1850).” 


TREATMENT OF PTOSIS. 


| 
} 
} 
' 
| 


Ptosis, or falling of the upper eyelid, 
when dependent on paralysis of the levator 
palpebre, has always, we believe, been re- 
garded as irremediable by any kind of ope- 
ration; andas it is often impossible to re- 
Store the action of that muscle, the deformity 
necessarily remains during life, to the great 
annoyance of the patient, who is thus de- 
prived of the use of an eye, which is itself 
perfectly healthy. 
A very simple cperation has, however, 
lately been proposed by Mr. Hunt, one of 
| the surgeons to the Manchester Eye Infirm- 
ary, which, should it not always succeed 
in restoring the movements of the lid, may 
at least be expected to produce consider- 
able benefit. The principle upon which it 
was adopted, was that of bringing the lid 
under the iafluence of the occipito-frontalis 
muscle, the anterior fibres of which gene- 
rally extend over the superciliary ridge. 


** The operation is performed by dissect- 
ing off a fold of integument from the eyelid, 
and the difference from the usual way of pro- 
ceeding, consists in the portion removed, 
The upper incision is made immediately 
below the line of hairs forming the eyebrow, 
and extends each way to a pcint opposite 
the commissures of the eyelids. In making 
the lower incision no precise direction cau 
be given. It should approach within a 
short distance of the tarsal margin, varying 
in the extent of the portion included be- 
tween the two incisions, according to the 
greater or less degree of relaxation of the 
skin, which is different in any two indi- 
viduals, and it should meet the upper in- 
cision at both extremities. When the in- 
tervening portion has been detached, the 
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divided edges should be accurately united 
by, at least, three sutures, and the wound 
dressed in the usual manner. The effect 
produced, when adhesion is perfected, is 
the attachment of the eyelid to that portion 
of the skin of the eyebrow upon which the 
occipito-frontalis acts, and by means of this 
attachment, substituting the action of this 
muscle in raising the eyelid for that of the 
levator, which is no longer capable of 
doing so. 

“On the first view of this mode of ope- 
rating, the deformity likely to be produced 
by the removal of so large a portion of skin 
in such a conspicuous situation, or the iu- 
jury to the motion of the eyelid, may be 
urged by some, as reasons against its adop- 
tion. But to both these objections the fol- 
lowing case, in consequence of which the 
foregoing observations were made, will be 
an answer. 

** In removing a large and deeply-seated 
hydatid tumour from the left orbit of James 
Garside, a patient of the Eye Institution, 
about three years since, owing to the con- 
nexion of the levator palpebre with the 
diseased mass, that muscle was so much in- 
jured, that after the patient bad perfectly 
recovered in every other respect, what then 
appeared an incurable falling of the eye- 
lid remained. Anxious to remedy this evil 
(as the man possessed perfect vision upon 


raising the lid with the finger), when all 
tumetaction of the integuments had entirely 
disappeared, I removed an elliptical fold of 
skin in the usual way. The wound healed 
well, but although a considerable portion 
had been included between the incisions, 
the effect upon the lid was hardly percepti- 


ble. The poor man, after waiting for sume 
weeks, was very solicitous to have another 
portion removed ; and it was more in com- 
pliance with his desire than from any ex- 
pectation of further benefit, that I at length 
consented to repeat the operation. Whilst 
deliberating on the portion to be removed, 
it struck me that if it was sufficiently near 
the eyebrow, the action of the occipito- 
frontalis which affects this part of the skin 
might also be available for raising the eye- 
lid, and fortuaately the result fully justified 
the conjecture. The operation was per- 
formed as is described above, the wound 
united by adhesion, and the patient could 
raise his eyelid to the same extent as that 
of the other side. 

“ It is also important to observe, that no 
deformity was produced, and that the eye 
could be as perfectly closed as before the 
occurrence of the disease. Nor is this sur- 
prising, when we consider that there still 
remains the same extent of conjunctiva lin- 
ing the lid as before, and that cicatrices in 
the eyelids, those caused by the operations 
for entrojion for instance, are, after a short 
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time, barely visible, owing to the peculiar 

character of the skin in those situations.” 
NEURALGIA TREATED BY MOX®#. 


The following cases of neuralgia treated 
by moxe, by Mr. J. A, Cooper of Bradford, 
we extract from Art. XI.— 





“Case I.—John Robinson, aged 32, by 
| trade a wool-comber, applied to me in the 
|Spring, 1827, for neuralgia of the sacro- 
| ischiatic nerve, under which he had Jaboured 
jabove six months, he was quite emaciated 
| from intensity of pain, loss of sleep and ap- 
| petite. The remedies that were tried gave 
|no relief till the moxa was applied, which 
immediately relieved the pain, and he was 
soon restored to his wonted Lealth and 
vigour; he has had no relapse. 


*€ Case If.—September 9th, 1827.—J. 
Hinchliffe, aged 50, has had severe pain 
along the whole course of the sacro-ischiatic 
nerve some months, which has greatly im- 
paired his general health, no plan of treat- 
ment was of any avail till the moxa was ap- 
plied behind the trochanter, when the relief 
to the parts contiguous was immediate ; it 
required a repetition however before it be- 
came permanent in this part. The pain 
continued in the leg, notwithstanding the 
application of moxa twice to the hip; this 
was also entirely removed by employing the 
same agent over the nerve, 


*€ Case III.—Elizabeth Thomas, aged 
43, has had severe pain in the sacro-ischi- 
atic since December, 1828; in February, 
1850, I applied a moxa behind the tro- 
chauter, which gave immediate ease. The 
pain still continued in the leg, for which a 
moxa was applied below the knee, and was 
followed with the same favourable result. 


« Case 1V.—May, 1827.—John Dobson, 
forty-five years of age, complains of pain 
along the parietes of the chest, which he 
has felt for several years, and which has 
progressed in spite of all remedies. On 
examination of the spine, there was con- 
siderable tenderness of the superior dorsal 
vertebre, to this part a moxa was applied 
with complete success. 

** Cases in confirmation of the efficacy of 
moxa in neuralgia might be multiplied, but 
those briefly detailed will suffice to recom- 
mend it, as deserving of a more extensive 
trial. So uniform has been the success of 
its application in my hands, that it ap- 
proaches almost as near to a specific, in that 
form of the disease under consideration, as 
bark is a specific in intermittent fever.” 
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CURIOUS CASE OF LACTATION.—ERYSIPELAS. 


SPONTANFOUS LACTATION AT AN 
ADVANCED AGE. 

The following case is communicated by 
Mr. George Semple, surgeon, of Shipley 
Hall, near Bradford. Parallel phenomena are 
referred to as being recorded in the Philo- 
sophical Transactions, Vol. IX, 1674, and 
Vol. XXXI, 1739. “* It beautifully exem- 
plifies,” Mr. Semple observes, ‘‘ the power 
of sympathy or maternal feeling in re- 
exciting to action long-disused secretory 
Organs.” 

** Mrs. B., wife of John Breward, Simp- 
son-green, near Idle, aged forty-nive, has 
borne eight or nine children, the youngest 
of whom is about twelve years old, About 
a year ago she lost a daughter-in-law, who 
died of puerperal inflammation about a fort- 
night after confinement of her first child. 
On her death Mrs. B. took the charge of 
the infant—a little, puny, sickly baby. The 
child was so fretful and uneasy, so averse to 
taking any kind of food, and so troublesome, 
that Mrs. B., after several sleepless nights, 
was induced, by way of soothing, to permit 
her to take the nipple of her breast into 
the mouth—the child was pleased and soon 
sunk to rest, and the old lady of course 
continued to give her this cheap and inno- 
cent sedative from time to time, In the 
course of from thirty to thirty-six hours 
she felt very unwell, her breasts became 
extremely painful, considerably increased iv 
size, and soon after, to her utter astonish- 
ment, the lacteal fluid was secreted, and 
poured forth in the same abundance as on 
former occasi after confi nt of ber 
own children, The child, now a year old, is 
a fine healthy, thriving girl, and only a few 
days ago I saw her eagerly engaged in ob- 
taining an apparently abundant supply of 
healthy nourishment from the same ftouu- 
tain, which, nearly twenty years since, 

d forth its resources for the support ot 

er father, Mrs. B, is a stout healthy 
woman, and has continued to menstruate 
regularly, both since weaning her last child 
nearly eleven years ago, and during the 
time she has suckled this little grandchild.” 





PHLEGMONOUS ERYSIPELAS. 


It is greatly to be lamented that the term 
** phlegmonous erysipelas "’ should ever have 
been applied to that diffuse inflammation of 
the cellular tissue, the treatment of which 
lately attracted so much attention and gave 
rise to so much controversy. This form of 
inflammation is very different from the 


plilegmonous erysipelas of Cullen, which is 





merely the most acute form of the true cu- 
taneous inflammation ; yet of this distinction, 
it would seem, many surgeous are still un- 
aware, and we are continually hearing or 
reading of instances where the two forms of 
disease had been completely confounded, 
and where the treatment, applicable only to 
the one, has been condemned, because it 
failed in the: other. 

We have been led into these remarks on 
the present occasion, by an article in the 
last number of the Midiand Medical and 
Surgical Reporter, by Mr. Middlemore, of 
Birmingham. ‘This gentleman, who divides 
erysipelas into four species, phlegmonous, 
biliary, edematous, and gangrenous, after 
describing the first of these as characterised 
by excessive redness of skin, large and very 

bundant vesications, &c. (evidently using 
the term in its original acceptation, and not 
even alluding to the cellular or subcutaneous 
inflammation), when speaking of the treat- 
ment, recommends ‘‘ one or two free inci- 
sions to be made into the most prominent 
parts of the swelling,” and discusses the 
question of the length to which such inci- 
sions should be extended, alluding to the 
cases of Mr. Hutchison and Mr. Lawrence, 
which, as we have already observed, were 
quite distinct from his pblegmonous erysi- 
pelas. In the latter disease we have never 
seen incisions practised, and we should cer- 
tainly not be disposed to employ them. 
this disease depends, in most instances, 
rather on constitutional than on local causes, 
and may be most efficaciously relieved by 
general remedies, so that even if the treat- 
ment in question were not in other respects 
injurious, it is, in this respect at least, ob- 
jectionable, tbat it causes much unnecessary 
pain tothe patient, and tends to protract the 
duration of the cure. In other respects, Mr. 
Middlemore’s description of symptoms is 
correct, and the treatment which he recom- 
mends judicious; but his treatise contains 
little or no new information, and is we fear 
likely to do more harm than good, by contri- 
buting to propagate an error already too 
widely extended, 

On the remaining papers in the above 
Journal, we shall not at present offer any 
observations, 








POISONING.«—LABOUR FEES AT DERBY. 


POISONING BY ARSENIC AWD LAUDANUM. 


Mr. Jennings, of Leamington, bas de- 
scribed a case Of this kind in the Medi- 
cal and Physical Journal for October, in 
which the two substances appear in some 
measure to have counteracted the effects of 
each other, We are in possession of the 
details of a precisely similar case which 
occurred in Dublin some months since, and 
in which the same modifying action was 
particularly observed. Mr. Jennings saw 
the patient, a young woman, four hours 
after she had taken about three ounces of 
laudanum and two drachms of arsenic. 

“At this time she had no pain in the 
stomach, bowels, or head ; had no heat or 
burning in the throat ; complained of no 
uneasiness when the abdomen was pressed 
upon, and was perfectly collected. She 
complained, however, of feeling tired and 
sleepy, which she said was occasioned by 
her having taken an emetic two hours be- 
fore 1 saw her, which had acted violently 
and tired her very much, The only symp- 
toms which she had, that were at all indica- 
tive of her having taken poison, were, that 
her eyes were bloodshot and heavy, and the 
pupils contracted ; she was rather disposed 
to sleep, the pulse was about 100, and the 
vomiting continued, perhaps, a little longer 
than might be expected from the effect of 
the emetic. The symptoms had not been 
more marked than at that time. In fact, so 
completely were all symptoms of poisoning 
by arsenic absent, that a physician and sur- 
geon, who saw ber in about an hour after 
she had taken the poison, could not per- 
suade themselves that she had taken poison 
at all, though the girl had stated such to be 
the fact.” 

The stomach was freely evacuated by a 
second emetic. 

** Bleeding from the jugular vein, leeches, 
blisters, and cold affusion, were employed. 
The patient was kept constantly walking 
about. No alteration in the symptoms took 
place before half-past seven o'clock, ex- 
cepting that she complained of being more 
drowsy, and with greater difficulty was kept 
awake, frequently dropping asleep, even 
while walked about, About half-past seven 
o'clock, she oace or twice complained of 
some pain in the bowels, but there was no 
tenderness on pressure, and no pain in the 
stomach. The bowels acted once, very com- 
fortably, about this time. At eight o’clock 
she sunk into a state of coma, with dilated 
pupils and laborious breathing: befure nine 
she died.” 


On examination of the body, the stomach 
was found in a healthy state, with the ex- 





ception of two small red patches near the 
pylorus; the mucous membrane of the duo- 
denum was throughout of a light-pink co- 
lour, that of the jejunum was highly inject- 
ed, and presented numerous patches of an 
intensely red colour. ‘“ In the ileum, the 
appearances of inflammation were less 
marked than in the jejunum, but it pre- 
sented several patches acutely inflamed 
No ulceration of the small intestines could 
be detected. The cecum and colon were 
healthy. There were not any ulcers in the 
rectum, nor any other disease of that part.” 
The greater part of the arsenic had been 
rejected by vomiting, and the fluid found in 
the stomach exhibited only a slight trace of 
it; a sufficient quantity, however, was 
found in the small intestines, to obtain it in 
its metallic state. It is remarkable, that 
notwithstanding the large quantity of opium 
taken, no smell of it was perceptible in the 
fluids discharged after the second emetic, nor 
in the contents of the stomach after death, 





ATTENDANCE ON MIDWIFERY CASES, 


Ar a general meeting of the members 
of The Derbyshire Medical and Surgical 
Society held on the 10th inst., present Dr. 
Forester, in the chair, Dr. Bent, Dr. Fox, 
Mr. Eaton, Mr. Wright, Mr, Bennett, Mr. 
Webster, Mr. D. Fox, Mr. Huggins, Mr. 
H. Haden, Mr. Borough, Mr. Johnson, and 
Mr. Gisborne, a series of resolutions to the 
following effect were passed :— 

That the Society has decided, that to 
attend midwifery cases for a less sum than 
ten shillings and sixpence, is a gross viola- 
uon of its rules, and that such a practice is 
derogatory to the profession.—That the 
members of the Society pledge themselves 
to hold no medical communication with any 
person violating the same, except in their 
official situations as officers of the dispen- 
sary.—And that every member also pledges 
himself not to meet, professionally, any me- 
dical man, whether physician or general 
practitioner, who is known to have held 
professional intercourse with any one who 
has violated the above rule. 


CHARGES FOR MEDICAL ATTENDANCE. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Srr,—Asa constant reader of your valua- 
ble Journal, and an ardent admirer of your 
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464 FEES AT NEWCASTLE. 


unceasing efforts to ure a reform in Four visits to a first-class patient, not ex- 
medical politics, I would take the liberty of ceeding one mile from the residence of 
asking, What are the powers with which the| the practitioner,—one sovereign, equiva 
ries’ Company are now armed, as _lent to 3s, per visit. : : 
their emendatory Act of 1815 has, I believe, | Eight visits to a second class patient, dis- 
now expired ?* As itis universally admitted,| tance not exceeding one mile,—one sove- 
that the constitution of every medical cor-| reign, equivalent to 2s. 6d. per visit. 
poration in the British dominions is ‘‘ cor- For sixteen visits to a third-class patient, 
rupt and rotten as Denmark,” it appearsto, distance not exceeding one mile, one 
me that the present period is a fit opportu-| sovereign, equivalent to 1s. 3d. per visit ; 
nity to petition the Legislature to adopt | ? : 
such measures as will effectually suppress Less than this last sum, I think no prac- 
quackery and protect the regularly-educated titioner ought to charge, as there are in« 
surgeon in the legitimate exercise of his firmaries and dispensaries in every town 
profession, from the ivroads of empiricism for affording relief to the needy and indi- 
and the talons of corporate avarice ; and if gent. 
you were to use your peu and influence in, Midwifery cases might also be charged, 
originating petitions to the legislature on according to the above scale, including at- 
this subject, I have no doubt that surgeons tendance for one month after accouchement, 
in every quarter of the British dominions four sovereigns, two sovereigns, and one 


would follow your example. 

While the pen is in my hand I cannot 
forego the opportunity of congratulating 
your readers upon the spirit of reform and | 
independence which is disseminated among 
the profession, and I am happy to observe, 
that the practitioners of Newcastle have! 
taken up the subject of fees. I have always 
thought that the want of a definite scale of 
charges is the grand cause of the jealousy | 
and hostility which exist amongst practi- 
tioners ; and when you couvtrast the medical 
with the legal profession, no one, | think, 
will deny the position. Barristers and soli- 
citors, however unequal their rank in their 
profession, and however opposed to each 
other in a court of law, charge the same 
for their professional services, and when out 
of the pale of that sanctuary and arena of| 
rivalry, are united in the strongest ties of 
friendship, Amongst medical practitioners | 
I am sorry to say an opposite feeling pre- | 
vails, for here we too frequently find envy, 


jealousy, and a desire to depreciate aud un- 


dervalue the labours of our professional bre- 
thren, prominent traits in the character of 
many medical men. 

In accordance with these sentiments the | 
following scale of charges is submitted to | 
the profession, and if generally adopted and 
strictly adered to, it would tend to unite all | 
the members of the profession in the closest | 


sovereign ; but when the distance is great, 
or extraordinary labour and attendance are 
required, one half of these fees to be sur- 
charged. Other charges for professional 
services might also be framed on the same 
ratio. 

You will, perhaps, be grieved to learn, 
that some practitioners in this town are so 
dastardly in their conduct, as by sneaking, 
charging every patient, rich and poor alike, 
one shilling per visit only, and by receiving 
those fees in weekly instalments of three 
pence and sixpence, to undersell and under- 
mine the respectable practitioner, and 
thereby render the profession quite con- 
temptible, by setting their labour at a less 
price than the most wretched and miserable 
cad; but, a8 a counterpart to this, it is 
gratifying to know, that Mr, Ransome, Mr, 
Wilson, Mr. Turner, Mr. Whatton, and 
some others, practise their profession as a 
liberal and scientific art, and in such a 
manner, that their patients can appreciate 
and duly estimate the blessings and value of 
the healing art. 


Iam, Sir, 
Your constant reader and admirer, 


OmzGa. 
Manchester, Dec, 15, 1830, 


P.S. Under first-class patients, I would 


friendship, and to disperse that feeling of include those who have 400/. or 500/. per 
petty rivalry and jealousy which now so/annum and upwards; in the second class, 


unhappily prevails :— , those who have 20v/. or 300/. per annum; 
For a consultation with another practitioner, | and in the third class, those who have 1004. 





or one visit to a first class patient, resid-| 
ing two or three miles from the residence | 
of the practitioner,—half a sovereign, 


| 





* This Act is still in force. It was the Declara- 
tory Act passed on the 6th of July, 1825, which bas 
expired. Enough of the Act of [Sig will be found in 
our present Number,—Ep, L, 


or 1501, per annum, | would designate those 
as fourth-class patients who receive medi- 
cines and attendance from charitable insti- 
tutions, 
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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL REFORM. 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, January 1, 1831. 


a 


Tr men who have not enjoyed the advan- 
tages of a scholastic education,—if men 
who have beer born and bred ia ignorance, 
who have been preached into a state of 
passive obedience, at last turn round upon 
their oppressors, arise to avenge their 
wrongs and to recover their rights, how 
natural is it that men of character and educa- 
tion, of discernment and experience, should 
be impatient under insults, and resolve to 
humiliate their persecutors, and restrain, 
either by the power of public opinion, or 
by the enactments of a constitutional law, 
the avaricious cravings of hungry monopo- 
lists! The analyses which we have lately 
laid before the profession of the various 
medical statutes, have produced their effect ; 
the members of the profession are in a s!ate 
of revolution, they are at length resolved 
that the colleges, if they cannot benefit those 
whom they were intended to serve, shall no 
longer neglect, degrade, and persecute them. 
The bare word innovation carries with it 
80 many terrors to weak minds, and to per- 
sons in the decline of years, who, from the 
sinking energies of nature, feel disposed to 
sit down quietly under any weight of obli- 
gation, however severe, that those who 
undertake the great work of reform must 
sound again and again the trumpet of alarm, 
before the banners of justice and of inde- 
pendence can boast of being unfurled over 
the heads of many energetic and courageous 
supporters. A few years ago the medical! 
colleges were so powerful, the oligarchs 
who flourished and fed in them appeared to 
be so safely, so firmly, seated on their downy 
couches of corruption,—were so influential 
in name, so powerful in connexion, so awfu! 
in anger, and so bounteous in patronage, that 
complaints against these bodies were only 
Leard in whispers ; none dared openly to raise 
their voices against the tyranny that was 
exercised by them, lest the speakers might 
furnish new victims for the instruments o 
oppression. How changed are the times! 
At least, how changed are the opinions and 
conduct of the persecuted! A slavish adu- 
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lation and submission are no longer yielded“ 
to self-perpetuating councils, to tyrannical 

courts of examiners. A strong spirit of hos- 

tility has risen up in place of a senseless sub- 

mission to arbitrary power; and if the colleges 

be not destroyed, the incorporated will be 

indebted for their safety to those very in- 

dividuals whom, a short time since, they 

affected to despise. 

In the scheme which we should propose 
for regenerating the profession, there would 
be none of the machinery employed in the 
present medical corporations; the whole 
would be a new construction, and founded, 
as far as medicine is coucerned at least, upon 
anew basis. Anxious as are the members 
of the profession to enter at once upon the 
active duties of a new institution, we must 
beg of them to restrain their impatience for 
a while, in order that they may fully com- 
prehend the absurdities and monopolies 
with which medical statutes every-where 
abound, and no-where more abundantly than 
in the Apothecaries’ Act of 1815. 

In the last Lascer our analysis ended 
with the conclusion of the fifth clause. We 
now arrive at the sixth, which relates to 
the appointment of deputy masters and de- 
puty wardens, who may be chosen from the 
court of assistants by the master and warden 
for the time being, and all lawful acts and 
matters done by these deputies, are de- 
clared to be as good, valid, and effectual, as 
ifdone by the master and wardens respec- 
tively. The power thus conferred is not 
without its advantageg, as it affords the best 
security against inefficient courts, from pau- 
city of numbers, Non-attendance of the 
court on the prescribed days might have 
proved extremely prejudicial to the interests 
of the applicants for licenses. 

The seventh clause confirms the power 
which had been granted to the master and 
wardens by the charter of James I. 

In the eighth we find that no act of the 
master and wardens of the Society shall be 
deemed to be good or valid, unless the same 
shall have been executed at some assembly 
or meeting holden by the master, war- 
lens, and Society, in the hall of the said 
Society ; and that all power and authority 
granted by the Act shall be executed by the 
master, wardens, and assistants, or by the 
major part who shall attesd at any such as- 
sembly or meeting to be holden as aforesaid 


HH 











466 ANALYSIS AND EXPOSURE OF THE 


(that is to say, “‘in the hall”). The num- 
ber present at such meeting is not to be less 
than thirteen, of which number the master 
is to be one. 


In the ninth clause, the regulations re- 
Specting the examiners are to be found. 
‘Twelve persons, properly qualified, as be- 
fore mentioned, are directed to be appointed 
by the master, wardens, and assistants, for 
the time being, (having also the power to 
remove them from time to time, as they may 
deem advisable,) and such appointed per- 
sons, or any seven of them, shall be called 
the Court of Examiners of the Society of 
Apothecaries, or the major part of them pre- 
sentat any meeting, having full power to 
examine all apothecaries and assistants 
to apothecaries throughout Excianp and 
Wates, and to grant or refuse such certifi- 
cates as thereivafter is mentioned. The 
court is required to meet once, at least, in 
every week, for the purpose of such exami- 
nations, 

The provisions of this and of the fourth 
clause appear to have occasioned some in- 
convenience to the company, and to have 
led even to legal disputes. A short article 
on the subject appeared a few weeks back in 
The Times. 1t will call fora few remarks 
on another occasion. 

The tenth, eleventh, and twelfth clauses 
relate merely to the oath taken by the exa- 
miners on their eutering office. 

It is further stipulated, that the exami- 
ners shall not continue in office for a longer 
period than one year,'bat on going out, they 
are deemed eligible candidates for re-elec- 
thon. 





By the thirteenth clause, in case of death, | 
the surviving members of the court are em- 
powered by a new election to supply the | 
vacancy. 

The fourteenth clause prohibits any one 
from practising as an apothecary in Eno- 
zanpor Wa ks, without a certificate of qua- 
lification from the court of examiners. 

And in the fifteenth, it is provided that 
no candidate shall be admitted to examina- 
tion unless he shall have attained the full, 
age of twenty-one years, and has served an 
apprenticeship of not less than five years to 
an apothecary, and he must produce testi- | 
monials to the satisfaction of the court of a| 
sufficient medical education, and good moral 
conduct. 


All the prosecutions which have taken 
place under this Act, have been founded on 
the last two clauses. 

The sixteenth directs that those persons 
who intend to apply to be examined, should 
give notice to the clerk of the court of exa- 
miners indicating that intention. 

The seventeenth declares that it is unlaw- 
fulfor any person to act as an assistant to 
an apothecary in compounding or dispensing 
medicines, without having undergone an 
examination by the court of examiners, 
Persons who acted as assistants to apothe- 
caries before the first of August, 1815, are 
exempt from the penalties of this clause. 

How many assistants, we should like to 
know, have been examined by this zealous 
and worshipful court of examiners? Verily 
they have proved themselves trusty servants! 

The eighteenth enacts, that it shall and 
may be lawful for the said master and war- 
dens to appoint five arpornecaries in any 
county of Exctanp and Wares, except 
within thirty miles of London ; and the five 
apothecaries so appointed, shall have full 
power and authority, and are hereby autho- 
rized to examine all assistants to apotheca- 
ries throughout such county, and to grant or 
refuse certificates ; and these county courts 


;were to be Aeld monthly in the county 


towns ; no measures being valid unless exe- 
cuted at such meeting. That the powers in 
this act vested in the five may be executed 
by the majority, if the meeting be held ac- 
cording to law. 

Here we get at another worthy trait in 
the character of the Worshipful Company. 
Where are the county courts appointed by 
the Society? In what county are there 


| five apothecaries qualified under this Act 


to examine assistants, and to grant li- 
censes? In truth, the Society, so far as 
we are informed, has never appointed a 
single county court ;—and, we believe, for 
this disgraceful reason, that the company in 
London would gain nothing by the fees paid 
for such licenses; as those fees must of 
necessity go into the pockets of the provin- 
cial examiners. Oh! it is indeed a trading 


company ! 

The nineteenth clause informs us, that for 
every license granted to a person intend- 
ing to practise in, or within ten miles of, 
London, the sum of ten guineas shall be 
j paid to the master, warden, and Society, 
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England or Wales, the sum of six guineas 
is required ; the possessor of a certificate at 
the latter price, however, is not entitled to 
practise in, or within ten miles of, London, 
until he shall have paid to the said master, 
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but or practising in every other part of 
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the act, during some five or six years, but 
finding that the profession and the public 
began to talk rather loudly of the enormous 
sums of money with which the examiners 
were enabled to enrich their coffers as a 
reward for their very slender duties, they 


wardens, and Society, the further sum of endeavoured to screen themselves from such 


four guineas. Each assistant is to pay for 
his certificate the sum of two guineas. 

In the éwentieth clause it is enacted, that 
* Any person acting or practising as an 
apothecary in any part of England or Wales, 


without having first obtained such certificate | 


as aforesaid, shall for every offence pay the 
sum of twenty pounds; and if any person 
(excepting persons who have actuaily served 
the above apprenticeship as aforesaid ) shall 
act as an assistant to compound or dispense 
medicines, without having obtained a certi- 
ficate, he shall, for every such offence, pay 
the sum of five pounds.” 

In the twenty-first clause, it is enacted 
that no apothecary shall be allowed to re- 
cover any charges claimed by him in any 
court of law, unless such apothecary shall 
prove on the trial, that he was in practice 
as an apothecary prior to the ist of August, 
1815, or that be has obtained a certifi- 
cate as above to practise as an apothecary. 
Thus an apothecary is prohibited from re- 
covering compensation for any charges 
made by him, whether professional or 
otherwise, for that is the letter of the law, 
uuless he have obtained a certificate from 
the Worshipful Company. 

The twenty-second clause relates to re- 
jected candidates, whether assistants or li- 
centiates. ‘The suitor fur the license, on 
his being rejected, is not deemed qualified 
for asecond examination until six months 
have elapsed, The assistant is admissible 
to re-examination at the expiration.of three 
months, when, it is said, the ‘ five apothe- 
caries in any county or counties as aforesaid 
shall be qualified to grant such person bis 
certificate.” 

In the twenty-third clause, it is provided 





remarks, by mixing up the names of the 
new with those of the old licentiates, and 
thus, instead of publishing annually a list 
merely of those who had passed during the 
year, they cunningly published a general 
list. Now, from the number of deaths 
| that take place, it is mext to impossible to 
ascertain how much the company nm ay have 
profited by their exertions, continued for an 
hour or two on the Thuraday of each week. 
As the worshipful gentlemen are so scrupu- 
|lous in furnishing any accounts of their 
| dealings, we apprehend it will be necessary 
{to apply to parliament for certain ‘ re. 
turns.” It really ought to be generally 
|known, whether such industrious, zealous 
jlabourers have been duly rewarded for 
their services. 

The twenty-fourth clause declares, with 
regard to the appropriation of the money 
|received from the granting of the certifi- 
| cates, ‘* that it shall belong to, and be appro- 
| priated and disposed of by, the master, 
| wardens, and Society of Apothecaries as 
aforesaid, in such manner as they shall, 
| from time to time, direct and deem most ex- 
'pedient.” They have, of course, thought it 
| most expedient to direct it into their own 
pockets, 





The twenty fifth clause enacts, that the 
money arising from convictions, and the re- 
| covery of penalties for offences against the 
| Act, shall, one half of it, be given to the 
| ** informer,” and one half as above. 

On the subject of penalties and forfeitures, 
the twenty-sixth clause declares that if they 
| exceed the sum of five pounds, they shall 
|be recovered by action at law; butif the 
penalty or forfeiture shall amount to less 
than five pounds, then the same shall be 














that the master and wardens shall make) recovered by distress and sale of the goods 
annually, and cause to be printed, an exact | of the offender, by warraut from a justice of 
dist of all persons who shall in that year| the peace ; and should there be an insuffi- 
have obtained a certificate to practise as an| ciency of goods, the same justice may com- 
apothecary, with their respective residences | mit the offender to the county jail for one 
attached to their respective names. The| calendar month. Such is the law which we 
Society complied with this stipulation agree- | occasionally obtain from the cullective wis- 
ably to the spirit, as well as to the letter, of| dom of the nation. Such are the principles 
HHe 
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of equity upon which much of our statute- 
law is founded. Ifa master be fined twenty 
pounds, the money can only be recovered 
by action at law ; that is, if he think proper 
to resist the demand, or if it be not conve- 
nient for him to discharge the amount. But 
the poor assistant is pounced upon at once ; 
he cannot submit his case toa jury. Upon 
the evidence of an informer being satisfac- 
tory toa magistrate, the fine must be in- 
stantly paid, or the offender submit to be in- 
carcerated ina dungeon. 

The twenty-seventh is a clause to protect | 


THE INFAMOUS APOTHECARIES’ ACT. 


beneficial a manner, to all intents and par- 
poses, as they might have done before the 
passing of this Act, and in case the same 
had never been passed.” 


There are only two other clauses to no- 
tice ; one of these provides that no action 
or suit shall be brought or prosecuted 
against the Company or any of its agents 
if the alleged offence have been committed 
more than six months, and every action or 
suit is to be instituted in the county where 
the matter in dispute may arise, and not 
elsewhere, and if the action shall have been 





the agents of the company from the conse- | brought without having given twenty-one 
quences*of any irregular proceedings, in | days’ notice to the company or to the com- 
levying distresses, in executing of warrants, | pany's agent, or in any other county than 
&e. &e. |that in which the offence was committed, 
As we are so constantly consulted upon /then, and in every such case, the jury 
the provisions of the two following clauses, | shall find for the defendant and defendants, 
we shall extract them verbatim. |}and the Worshipful Company is in that case 
They are the twenty-eighth and twenty- | to be entitled to double costs. 
ninth, and run thus :— The concluding clause declares, that the 
“ Provided always, and be it further Act is a public one, and shall be judicially 
enacted, that nothing in this Act contained received as such by all judges and justices, 
shall extend, or be construed to extend, to | without being specially pleaded. 
prejudice, or in any way to affect, the trade | On thus investigating the clauses of this 
coeeeren an enataies end pes, Se the extraordinary Act of Parliament, one is 
ox. ms Gilline tans, mattclen., aa shocked to think that such a disgraceful do- 
dicinable compounds, wholesale and retail ;|cument could ever have experienced the 
but all persons using or exercising the said | sanction of the legislature. The spirit of the 
trade or business, or who shall or may here-| Ace js mercenary; its powers are uncon- 
a(ter use or exercise the same, shal! and may | * 


use, exercise, and carry on the same trade 
or business in such manoer, and as fully and 
amply to all intents and purposes, as the 
same trade or business was used, exercised, 
or carried on by chemists and druggists be- 
fore the passing of this Act. 

“ Provided always, and be it further 
enacted, that nothing in this Act contained 
shail extend, or be construed to extend, to 
lessen, prejudice, or defeat, or in anywise 
to interfere with any of the rights, authori- 
ties, privileges, and immunities heretofore 
vested in, and exercised and enjoyed by 
either of the two Universities of Oxford or 
Cambridge, the Royal College of Physicians, 
the Royal College of Surgeons, or the said 
Society of Apothecaries respectively, other 
than and except such as shall or may have 
been altered, varied, or amended, in and by 
this Act, or of any person or persons prac- 
tising as an apothecary previously to the 
first day of August, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifteen ; but the said Universities, 
Royal Colleges, and the said Society, and 
all such persons or person, shall have, use, 
exercise, and enjoy all such rights, authori- 
ties, privileges, and immunities, save and 
except as aforesaid, in as full, ample, and 


stitutional ; and its conditions are ignorant, 
contradictory, and arbitrary. It is as unfitted 
for the government of the members of the 
medical profession, as the Examiners of the 
Company are unequal to give dignity and 
importance to the profession. The Act, in 
truth, has failed in every-thing except in 
proving vexatious to students and profitable 
to the Company. As to protection to the 
profession, it affords none, It is so igno- 
rantly dgawn up, it is so loose in grammati- 
cal construction, that every clause contains 
a hole through which a coach-and-six might 
be driven. The Company dare not prose- 
cute pure surgeons, dare not prosecute pure 
physicians, dare not prosecute the dub- 
apothecaries, dare not prosecute the apothe- 
cary-chemist, dare not proseeute druggists, 
dare not prosecute the most notorious, the, 
most infamous, the most villauous, of 
quacks! Its prosecution of unqualified 
practitioners has scarcely advanced one step 
beyond the stable; for a few farriers, who 
had unwittingly prescribed for “* humans ws 
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are the only persons who have encountered 
the Company’s hostility. 

After what we have stated, is it not the 
grossest insult that can be offered to com- 
mon sense, to say that the Apotlecaries’ 
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be urged for the repeal of the Act. The 
measure is altogether inoperative, and ever 
must remain so if it continue in its present 
shape. If, theu, Parliament will not inter- 
fere to relieve the profession from such an 


odious enactment, the members themselves 
must see whether, with intelligence and jus- 
tice on their side, they are not sufficiently 
strong to oppose a successful resistance to 
the almost powerless instruments of a defec- 
tive law. A reformed Parliament would 
not permit such an enactment to disgrace 


Act is a proper measure of protection for the 
medical profession? Founded upon a trad- 
ing principle, and its powers carried into 
execution by a trading Company, it is as ill 
calculated for the wants and the respecta- 
bility of the profession, and to give a proper 
security to the public against the lawless | 
pretensions of unqualified practitioners, as | the pages of the statute-book a single month ; 
would be the most miserable instrument that | but a reformed Parliament would include 
human imbecility could fabricate. We shall | some members of the medical profession, 
make it our business to ascertain the amount | who would apply all their talents and ener- 
of money which has been pocketed by the | gies to the hideous abuses which abound in 
Company for carrying into partial effect | our medical corporations, Is it not disgust- 
the absurd provisions of this Act. We say | ing, sickening, torturing, to reflect that che- 
partial effect, because the Worshipful So- | mists and druggists are allowed by this Act 
ciety bas not obstructed the unqualilied| to enjoy privileges which are tightly with- 
practitioners, because it has not instituted | held from the members of the College of 
examinations for apothecaries’ assistants, Surgeons, from the medical graduates of all 
because it has not instituted county courts/the universities? Can any-thing be more 
for the “examination of apothecaries’ assist- | preposterous, more unjust, more insulting ? 
ants, and because it has deviated from what- | The day, however, is not far distant, when 
ever is indicated of a liberal spirit in the the members of the profession will be re- 
Act, by fettering medical students with cer-| lieved from so odious a tyranny. The 
tificate *‘ regulations,” which are at once power is in their own hands, and we look 
irrational and extortionate. Aye, extor- | forward to the result of their generous and 
tionate! Yet for this very deed, this levy | independent exertions with that pleasure 
upon the purse, the Company was the other | and confidence which it may be readily 
day lauded by a most influential morning | supposed we feel in the successful progreas 
paper. The editor, probably, was not aware | of the great cause of medical reform. 

that the money paid for certificates is often 
pocketed by the near relatives and intimate 
friends of the court of examiners, ‘This 
liberal journal unblushingly gave its sanc- 








A Socrery, which has long existed in 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, known by the name of 
tion to a direct money-tax upon the impor- |The Medico-Chirurgical, continues to hold 
tation of knowledge. The editor, however, | its meetings once or twice a month; and it 
is a mere political weathercock ; propel him | hus contrived, through purchases and con- 
from the north, he points to the south; press | tributions, to collect a very large and va- 
him slightly from the east, and away goes | |uable library, to which the members occa- 
his nose to the west; in a word, within| sionally resort. On the stated evenings of 
one month he is to be found at all points of | meeting a paper is read by some one of the 
the compass ; so thatit is not unlikely, that} members, and afterwards the facts and 





in a few weeks he will be denouncing the 
Company as a set of mercenary knaves, 

The Company will contend, as an excuse 
for some portion of their negligence, that 
the powers of the Act are not adequate to 
the accomplishment of those objects which 
were contemplated when it received the 
support of Parliament. We claim this ad- 


mission as another powerful point that ust | 





opinions advanced by the author are dis- 
cussed by those members who may happen 
to be present. Some of these papers are 
collected occasionally, and published, and 
are entitled “‘ The Transactions of the 
Medico-Chirurgical Society of London.” 
Mark! only some of the papers read are 
printed and published, and no account what- 
ever of the facts and opinions elicited during 
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the discussions; in a word, the Society |science and the welfare of posterity, ori- 
does not publish any reports of its proceed-|ginates in what many people would allege 
ings. Believing that this institution was|to be no more than an excusable Jove of 
founded upon liberal principles, founded | self. Publicity is the touchstone of merit 
upon a desire to disseminate amongst the | and truth. On its having been remarked to 
members of the profession in this and in all | our friend Joe Burns, that Hutchison had 
other countries, any valuable truths which | objected to the publication of bis speeches, 
might be discovered from time to time by \** Well,” said Joe, ** Hutehison’s objection 
the numerous experienced physicians and |does not arise from any selfish feeling, for 
surgeons of whom it is partly composed, we |he himself has no speech to make;” and 
have, on several occasions, requested a/Mr. Burns expressed his belief that Mr. 
gentleman to attend for this Journal, in order | Hutchison had been urged to advance the 
that we might convey to the members of objection at the earnest request of some 
the profession generally such matters as the fabricator of cases and cures,—some egotis- 
speakers might deem worthy the attention tical cure-all. In conclusion, we would ask 
of the Society. There is, we understaud, a this Society to point out the difference 
by-law to the effect, that it shall not be between the conduct of a quack, and that of 
permitted for any gentleman to report the ja regular practitioner, Does not the first 
discussions ; but on several occasions it has boast of the possession of a secret? does not 
been stated to us by individual members, | the regular practitioner boast of communi- 
that the by-law had become obsolete, and cating his knowledge? The quack affirms 
that the majority deeply regretted that such | that his secret remedy will cure all diseases, 
a narrow-minded regulation had ever been | but his own must be the ministering hand ; 
framed or acted upon. Relying upon these | the patient is only to obtain ease at a cost 
statements, we have often published accounts of so much the hour. The regular prac- 


of the proceedings ; not, however, because | titioner, of liberal education, the moment 
we thought there was any-thing of intrinsic | that he has made a discovery, publishes it to 
value in the reports, but because they formed | the world for the benefit of all mankind. 


In 
its proceedings, therefore, does not the 
Medico-Chirurgical assume the character of 
a society of quacks? 

In expressing an earnest hope that the 
obnoxious by-law will be speedily taken 
jinto consideration at a general meeting of 


a species of news which, as medical jour- 
nalists, we considered ought to be laid be- 
fore the profession. The Society commenced 
its sittings for the present session on Tues- 
day evening, Dec. 14, when a paper on 
Epilepsy was read by Dr."'ymes. A gen- 


tleman attended on the part of this Journal ; | 
but the moment that he co.wmenced taking 
notes of the discussion, objections were 





offered by a member of the Society, an indi- 
vidual of the name of Hutchison. 

Now this Mr. Hutchison must believe 
that his opinions on medical subjects either 
are, or are not, worth hearing. If the 
Sormer, his liberality in their diffusion ex- 
tends only to the walls of the building in 
which they may be uttered ; if the datier, he 
knows that their publication would expose 
him tothe contempt and ridicule of the pro- 
fession. From one of the horns of this di- 
lemma he cannot extricate himself. Mr. Hut- 
chison, we apprehend, in making his election 
for concealment, exercises a sound discretion, 
He shrewdly guesses, that in the fidelity of 





the reports he would behold his own cari- 
cature. His disregard for the interests of 


|the members, we shall for the present quit 


the subject. 

Hap our ‘‘ ancestors,” whose “ wisdom ” 
is passing into a proverb of contempt, in- 
tended to impede the progress of medical 
science, they could not have adopted a more 
effectual plan for that purpose than its union 
with the study of divinity. So different 
indeed from each other are these two pur- 
suits in their nature and manner of cultiva- 
tion, that it is quite impossible the former 
should be under the dominion of the teachers 
of the latter without suffering from such a 
connexion. Yet we can readily understand 
Low this unfortunate alliance was effected, 
and medical science placed under the chil- 
ling patronage of the church. During the 
darkness of the middle ages, medicine, like 
the other arts and sciences, was almost ex- 
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clusively studied by the ministers of reli- 
gion, who thus, by a benevolent arrange- 


book of the universities was excluded by this 
obvious but pernicious conclusion. Like 


ment of functions, united in their persons | the wit who inferred that there should be 
the cure of the sick and the cure of souls, | but one dish for dinner from the ecclesiastical 
It was natural enough, therefore, that this | syllogism, that there was but one heaven, one 
science should bave been committed to their | baptism, one true church, they come natu- 
tutelage by the founders of our universities ; rally tu the determination that there should 


but though this scheme might appear rational, 
and was perhaps unavoidable at the time, 


, be but one system of education in the insti- 
‘tutions over which they presided. What 


there were numerous objections to its adop- | ‘heaven inspired, the selfishness of man con- 
tion even at that early period. Long before | firmed ; as the ministers of this system were 
the foundation of our colleges, or the transfer | certainly gainers by such an order of things, 
of the destinies of medicine to the profes-|they were resolved not to risk the tem- 
sors of these ecclesiastical corporations, the | poral advantages which it secured them 
priesthood had been prohibited the practice | by committing the statute -book of the uni- 
of, and were necessarily disqualified for, su- | 


perintending the tuition of the medical pro- 
fession. Admitting that they had been 
willing to discharge, they must therefore 
have been incompetent to, the duties in- 
trusted to them ; but besides their incom- 
petency for the guardianship of this 
science, there were many reasons which 
induced them not only to consider it as 
a secondary object of their corporate 


versities to the rash hand of experiment. 
Tithes and benefactions, church-lands and 
mortgages on the living aud the dead, were 
of too divine an origin and of too earthly a 


| value to be put in jeopardy by the diffusion 


concerns, but even to look on it with feel-| 


ings of hostility. No sooner had this sci- 
ence begun to develop the mysteries of na- 
ture, than the facts which it brought to 
light were construed into so many contra- 
dictions of revealed religion, and itself con- 
sidered as opposed to the interests and sta- 
bility of the church. In this collision of 
faith and fact, it is easy to conjecture the 
conduct, when we recollect the sensitive 
spirit of the church, when their dogmas or 
their interests bhappeved to be called in 
question. The power which they possessed 
was turned against the “ science of in- 
fidelity,” as it had been opprobriously de- 
nominated; its doctrines denounced, and 
its professors persecuted. Nor can we 
wonder at this crusade against science, 
when we reflect on the spiritual and tem- 
poral motives excited in the minds of its 
authors, by their education and means of 
living. 
deemed perfect, neither admitting of doubt 
as to their truth, nor change in the mode of 
their tuition, Af:er an admission of this kind, 
it requires but little exercise of the reason- 
ing faculties to conclude, that the manner 
in which souls were saved one year, would 


answer equally well for the next, so that 
every prospect of innovation on the statute- | 


| provement ; 


The basis of their studies was’ 


of intelligence and improvements in educa- 
tion. A body of men educated in this sys- 
tem and actuated by these motives saw no 
necessity for an alteration of the statute re- 
lating to education, or if they did, they had 
too many substantial inducements to adopt 
those measures which reason and the wants 
of science might have suggested. They 
were, therefore, unwilling to evince a prece- 
dent of innovation even in the profane 
sciences, lest the example might be turned 
into an argument for changes in that sys- 
tem upon which their subsistence de- 
pended. Medical science required, how- 
ever, a very different description of patrons 
and of regulations for its encourage- 
ment and cultivation. Depending on 
experiment and observation for its im- 
changing at almost every 
step of its progress, it required the greatest 
latitude of discussion, gradual modifications 
in the manner of its diffusion, and the 
utmost liberality as weil as exertion in its 
cultivators. Of all these advantages it was 
completely deprived under the regulations 
of its ecclesiastical patrons ; hospitals, dis- 
secting-rooms, laboratories, and all the 
other means by which medicine might be 
beneficially cultivated, were either alto- 
gether absent, or imperfectly conducted. 
That this spirit of hostility to medical 
science has not been removed from the 
minds of the individuals composing our 
ecclesiastical corporations by the increasing 
liberality of the age, one modern instance 
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will suffice out of many which we might 
adduce, if the limits of these papers would 
admit of such digressions. Doctor Chyle, late 
Provost of the University of Dublin, was so 
shocked at the contents of modern medical 
works, that he atone time determined to ex- 
clude them from the University library, lest 
they might corrupt the pure morals of the ec- 
clesiastical students! Why be did not carry | 
this singular resolution into effect we have | 
not learned ; but we believe we can state 

for certain that he accomplished another | 
measure equally absurd and insulting to the | 


medical profession, during his administra- | 





LITHOTOMY.—PATHOLOGY OF DROPSY, 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY, 


Saturday, December 17, 1850. 


Dr. Granvitce in the Chair. 


LITHOTOMY.-—-MEDICAL CORONERS, 


Mr. Kuve related a case of stone in which 
he had recently operated with success, and 
which was rendered remarkable by the cir- 
cumstance that symptoms of peritonitis were 
present when the operation was performed. 
Considerable arterial hemorrhage super- 
vened, proceeding principally from small 
branches of the perineal artery, which were 


tion. Before the erection of the new Suite | secured after the bleeding had continued 
of lecture-rooms devoted to the instruction | for some time, and to a considerable extent. 
of the medical sciences in that institution, | By this hemorrhage he considered the life 


it was customary for the students in medicine | of the patient to nave been saved, as the 
to go to lecture through the entrance to the | Pettonitic symptoms very speedily subsided 
. | after the operation, 


College from College Green; but in order | Mr. Kixe further stated, in reply to a 
to draw a line of separation between the | question from the President, that the opera- 
students in medicine and those of divinity, | tion of lithotrity had been tried in this case 
the medical lecture-rooms were completely | without its usual success. This failure pro- 


cut off by a wall from all communication with | ceeded from the large size of the stone, he 


sng P . believed that if performed in sufficiently 
the other buildings of the University, and | early time it would supersede the section 


the pupils obliged to enter the lecture-100ms | altogether. Mr. King concluded by inquir- 
by a back gate in Nassau-street! ‘The ing when the question of the propriety of 


motives assigned for this insolent arrange- | edical men bewg selected for the office of 
the coronership would be brought before the 


ment, were, that the morals of the divinity | 
students would be contaminated by any | 
communication with medical pupils! In- 
structed by the history of the past, that 
medicine has pined under the yoke of the| 
church, and admonished by its present con- | 
duct, that this spirit of hostility still per- 
vades its councils, what conclusion are we 
to come to on a dispassionate consideration 
of this infelicitous connexion of medicine 
with theology in our universities? We 
confess we can discover no alternative—no 
other remedy for this national evil, than a 
total and eternal separatior of these disso- 
nant pursuits, which can never be cultivated 
with advantage under a similar system of 
instruction. Without some such complete 
emancipation of medicine from the fetters 
in which it has been bound by the church in 
this country, we are convinced that it can 
never be cultivated with equal success here 
as abroad, and that all attempts to modify 
the institutions in which it is now taught 
will be worse than useless, as we are pre- 
pared to show on a future occasion. 





Society. 

The Prestvent replied that no arrange. 
ment had been made jor that purpose, nor 
was it known by whom the subject was to 
be introduced. He hoped it would be 
brought forward, and he did not see any rea- 
son why its discussion should give rise toany 
party feelings. 


PATHOLOGY OF DROPSY. 


Dr. Woop, after some introductory re 
marks, proceeded to read a paper on the 
pathology of dropsy, of which the following 
isa very full report :— 

In every part of the animal body, Dr. 
Wood observed, there is a continued secre- 
tion or exudation of fluid destined to the 
lubrication of the several tissues and organs, 
for the elaboration also of certain principles 
which are necessary to the performance of 
certain functions, or lastly, for the elimina- 
tion of those portions of the solids and fluids 
which have become either absolutely 
noxious, or at least unfit to maintain the 
general health, and consequently superflu- 
ous. Amongst the first may be enumerated 
the halitus of the serous membranes, the 
small portion of fluid found in the investing 
membranes of the brain, the synovia of the 
joints, the fluid contained in the areole of 
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the cellular tissue, &e. Among the second 
may be mentioued the saliva, gastric juice, 
&c. And among the last, insensible per- 
spiration, bile, urine, &c, All these several 
secretions are formed from the blood by 
means of a variety of apparatus in which the 
essential part consists of the capillary ex- 
tremities of the blood-vessels, Ina state of 
health, and according to the constitution of 
the individual, there always exists an equili- 
brium between the mass of circulating fluid 
aud these secretions; if in any part of the 
chain this equilibrium be interrupted, if any 
function be obstructed, disease ensues. ‘Ihat 
portion of the circulating mass which shou!d 
have been devoted to the formation of any 
secretion, is by the cessation of that secre- 
tion, either from disease of the organ or any 
other cause, thrown back upon the system at 
large, producing a variety of diseases, such 
as inflammation, various fluxes, or lastly, 
what is more particularly the subject of the 
present paper, it may induce dropsy. When- 
ever an increased secretion of serous fluid 
takes place, dropsy is the result, provided it 
is not reabsorbed as rapidly as it is produced, 
or evacuated in some otherway. ‘Ihe neces- 
sary condition, therefore, is that the cavity 
into which the effusion is poured must be 
closed at all points. This takes place in the 


cavities lined by serous membrane, the 
pleura, pericardium, the peritoneum, the 
membranes inverting the brain and spinal 


chord, it occurs also in the areolw of the 
cellular tissue dispersed throughout the 
body. 

The author next adverted at some length 
to the chemical properties of hydropic secre- 
tions, and then continued :— 

There are then three varieties of the se- 
cretion of serous membranes: first, a por- 
tion of the serum or more fluid part of the 
blood appears to be as it were filtered 
through the exhalent vessels ; secondly, at 
other times the process begins to resemble 
that of secretion in other parts of the body, 
inasmuch as there seems to be a selection 
made, and some one of the ingredients of 
the serum predominates, at one time th: 
watery portion, at others the albumen ; 
thirdly, the process appears to be sometimes 
identical with glandular secretion, for a new 
substance is generated which is not to be 
found pre-existing in the blood. ‘The occa- 
sional causes of dropsy are very various. 
Whatever produces debility is said to be a 
cause of dropsy; intemperance, cold, ex- 
cessive discharges, a general cachectic state 
of the system, bloodletting carried to excess, 
drinking cold water when the body is in a 
heated state. It occurs also as the conse- 
quence of several diseases, such as fevers, 
scarlatina, bronchitis, inflammation, and in 
consequence of structural derangement of 
most of the organs of the body. All the 


|secretions in this disease are interrupted 
more or less with the single exception of 
that of the serous part of the blood in the 
dropsical part; the inseusible perspiration 
is deficient, the lubricating mucus of the in- 
| ternal surfaces, the saliva, the bile, and the 
urine are all scanty, and this last is some- 
times albuminous and at other times not, 
but of this hereafter, It seems as if the 
fluid portion of the circulating fluid were 
drained off from every portion of the body in 
order to be poured in abundance into the 
dropsical cavity. It is manifest that no pore 
tion of the body, into the composition of 
| which the serous and cellular tissue enters, 
| is exempt from this affection. Accordingly 
lon dissection we sometimes find the fluid 
| effused, according to Andral, even into the 
| dense cellular tissue which jines the mucous 
| membranes. In dissecting the bodies of pa- 
j tients who have died of dropsy, we are 
| struck by the great diversity of appearances 
|presented to us in different cases. Dr. 
| Blackall in his admirable work relates a 
number of cases in which he found decided 
;marks of inflammation on the pleura, the 
|pericardium, and the peritoneum, which 
were frequently covered by adventitious 
membrane and adherent to the adjacent 
|parts. He found the liver diseased in a 
| variety of ways, inflamed, schirrous, enlarg- 
led, indurated, in four cases he found the 
kidneys the seat of organic disorder. The 
lungs in some instances presented marks of 
inflammatory action, the lymphatic vessels 
were found unusually thickened, and lastly, 
the cellular membrane, in dropsical parts, 
frequently presented unusual resistance to 
the knife, and the cells contained a some- 
what transparent and coagulated fluid. Dr. 
Bright, in his splendid publication, men- 
lions cases presenting similar appearances 
to those mentioned by Dr. Mackall, which 
he has illustrated by very beautifully 
coloured plates. It was asserted by Van 
Helmont that the kidneys were the seat of 
disorder in dropsy, but it was left to Dr, 
Bright to prove in many instances the jus- 
tice of Van Helmont’s assertion. In his 
work he gives the history of twenty-four 
cases of dropsy illustrative of the coagula- 
bility of the urtne so much insisted upon by 
Dr. Blackall as indicative of inflammatory 
action, in all of which the kidneys were 
found to be diseased, so that he is led to 
the conclusion that this appearance of the 
urine is pathognomonic of structural renal 
disease. As may easily be supposed, the 
appearance of the kidneys is very various : 
at one time they are completely granulated 
throughout, enlarged, presenting a rough 
and uneven surface, altered in colour, and 
their natural internal organisation changed ; 
at other times they are softened and filled 
internally with a yellowish substance, somes 
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times they are found almost white externally, 
lobulated, and on making a longitudinal sec- 
tion in the internal structure, both cortical 
and tubular, the same greyness and faint- 
ness of colour was found to prevail, Andral 
mentions a case of dropsy in which only one 
kidney was found on dissection. In eleven 
cases Dr. Bright found the liver to be the 
seat of disorder, in most of which, although | 
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dropsy. Dr. Cullen also considers, that 
dropsy sometimes arises from an abundance 
of serum in the blood-vessels, which may 
be owing to some derangement of the chy- 
lopoietic viscera, or from absorption from a 
moist atmosphere. It is unquestionably the 
fact, that when a larger quantity of serum is 
present than ought naturally to exist in the 
blood, dropsy may be induced. This has 


there was most extensive dropsy, the kid-| been proved by Lower; he injected water 
neys were quite healthy, neither did the | into the veins of a dog, and if he did not 
urine coagulate. The species of derange- | previously abstract a quantity of blood, the 
ment of the liver in this disease seems to | animal soon began to show marks of suffer- 
consist of an enlargement, and sometimes |ing, and on dissection was found to be uni- 
contraction, induration, and a deposition of | versally dropsical. That this increased 

ellow tuberculous matter ; the gall bladder | quantity of se:um in the blood may occur 
in general thickened and contracted, con- may easily be conceived, although not caused 
taining sometimes healthy bile, sometimes | in the manner Dr. Culleu supposes. Ed- 
the reverse; I have myself seen several | wards, of Paris, has proved, that in a moist 
eases of dropsy in which the liver was|atmosphere the insensible perspiration, 
found to be disorganised in a way nearly | which is constantly thrown off from the skin 
resembling schirrous degeneration, The | end the surfaces of the air passages, is at 
heart bas been found diseased, the valves| its lowest degree ; it is, therefore, probable, 
ossified, and in hydrothorax the lungs have} that the serum, which cannot be carried off 
been found to present various morbid appear- | by the ordinary means, may be thrown out 


ances. In hydrocephalus the membranes of | 
the brain bave been found inflamed, thick- | 
ened, and sometimes ulcerated. Consider- 
able portions of the brain itself have been 
found in a state of ramollisement ; where 
the disease is chronic the longitudinal sinus 
has been found contracted, the brain itself! 
tuberculated, sometimes a layer is condens- | 
ed and hardened round the lateral ventri- 
cles. Very rarely cases of dropsy have been 
found in which, upon dissection, not the 
slightest morbid appearances have been per- 
ceived in any partofthe body. Andral men- 
tions a case of this description, in which, 
although there was dropsy of every cavity, 
combined with anasarca, no trace of disease 
could be found either in the head, the thorax, 
or the abdomen. 

The author here proceeded to enumerate 
the principal theories concerning the proxi- 
mate cause of this disease, commencing 
with Dr. Cullen, who believed dropsy to 
originate in increased effusion or diminished 
absorption, the former of which be contend- 
ed to arise in the majority of cases from 
laxity of the exhalent vessels, the conse- 
quence of a general debility of the system, 
Un this opinion Dr. Wood remarked as 
follows : 

General debility may, however, I think, 
rather be considered as the concomitant than 
as the cause of dropsy,as they are, in gene- 
tal, both of them the effects of some pre- 
ceding disease, as, for example, long con- 
tinued fevers, disorder of the digestive or- 
gans, induced by long-established habits of 
intemperance, Andral mentions a case in 
which, instead of there being any debility, 
the individual was full of life and vigour, 
although he was affected with universal 





by the serous membranes, and in that way 
produce dropsy. Andral thinks it probable 
that the dropsical affections occurring alter 
scarlatina, may be produced by the inter- 
ruption to the ordinary process of cutaneous 
perspiration, caused by the desquamation of 
the epidermis. Dr. Darwin conceived, that 


sometimes a retrograde action of the absor- 
bents might produce the disease, but a mo- 


ment’s consideration of the anatomical struc- 
ture of those vessels will demohstrate the 
futility of this hypothesis. An increased 
momentum of the blood was supposed, by 
Dr, Parry, to beacause. According to this 
author this increased momentum is either 
general or local, absolute or relative, and he 
considers that inflammation, hemorrhage, 
and dropsy, have a general resemblance as 
to their cause, and are all of them efforts of 
nature for the alleviation of constitutional 
errors of the circulation. Dr. Blackall goes 
still further than Dr. Parry; he considers 
dropsy to be generally of an inflammatory 
origin, which he conceives proved by the 
appearances found on dissection, from the 
serum of the affected parts having been 
found to be altered in @ greater degree than 
could be supposed to arise from simple re- 
laxation of the membranes, from the treat- 
ment, and from the buffy coat of the blood 
drawn in this disease, and also from the 
coagulability of the urine. He states, more- 
over, that where this excretion is most 
loaded, and coagulates at the lowest tem- 
perature, and most firmly, the blood is most 
buffy, and there are throughout the system 
the greatest murks of inflammation, This, 
however, is cmtroverted by Dr. Elliotsun, 
in a clinical lecture published in Tar Lax- 
cer of the 11th instant, in which he says 





‘rere SCeo4S aa 


— SS | Se ae 


PATHOLOGY OF DROPSY. 


that he has seen cases where he has bled / the kidneys, may produce dropsy, as I have 
although the urine did not coagulate ; and, said in the commencement of this paper, by 
on the contrary, others in which that phe- throwing the blood, which should have been 
nomenon was presented,and where venesec- eliminated by them, upon the rest of the 
tion was entirely out of the question. Dr.| system, and thus producing a degree of con- 
Brigbt, as 1 have before observed, consi- gestion and plethora, and, consequently, a 
ders this property of the urine to be pathog-| greater burden devolves upon the capilla- 
nomonic of renal disease. He has been led ries throughout the body, and more particu- 
to the conclusion, that many cases ef dropsy, larly in the proximity of the part affected, 
which have usually been termed inflamma- and, therefore, from the stimulus of disten- 
tory, are to be traced to disease in the kid-| tion, they pour out their contents to a pre- 
neys. He says, that he has never examined | ternatural extent. 
the body of any patient dying with dropsy,| I think that the coagulability of the urine 
attended with coagulable urine, in whom | may easily be accounted for from the dis- 
some obvious derangement of the kidneys|ease of the kidneys, by which they are 
was not detected. Andral is inclined to incapacitated from eliminating that propor- 
attribute dropsies to the six following causes: tion of nitrogen which they are intended to 
ist. A degree of stimulus, or irritation, of do; and the production of albumen appears 
the organ where the dropsy is formed ; 2nd; | to be an effort of nature to expel that prin- 
The sudden disappearance of another dropsy; | ciple as weli as possible ; for, next to fibrine, 
Sd. The suppression of certain secretions ;| albumen contains a larger proportion of ni- 
4th. Various alterations in the blood; Sth. trogen than any other constituent of the 
Obstacles to the venous circulation; 6th.' blood. We can in this way account for the 
Certain states of cachexia. non-appearance of albumen, where the 
In this review of the principal opinions; dropsy proceeds from disorganized liver, 
and theories brought forward in explana- | according to the statement of Dr. Bright. 
tion of the proximate cause of dropsy, and} . Any mechanical obstruction to the circu- 
the pathology of the organs ou which it de-| lation in the veins, or more properly speak- 
pends, I have been able to do little more| ing, any cause impeding the return of the 
than to give a sort of catalogue raisonne of | blood to the heart, will cause dropsy. If 
the principal authors on the subject, and to! the principai vein of a part be obliterated, 
relate their opinions as briefly as possible.| together with its collateral branches, the 
Although apparently differing, 1 think) part farthest from tle heart becomes drop- 
they will be found to agree in general, Some | sical, and if the ‘obstruction is caused by 
effeet produced on the circulating fluid, ‘disease of the heart, general dropsy may be 
seems to be allowed by all to be the cause | the effect. It is possible that an alteration 
of dropsy, whether it be obstruction to its in the quantity of the blood, whether by 
course, or some alteration in its constitu-|excess or defect, or a deterioration in its 
tion, from whatever source that alteration | quality, may occasion dropsy, Where there 
may proceed, I believe, that of all the | is general plethora, we may account for the 
causes of dropsy, an affection of the exhal- | disease by the stimulus of distention, and 
auts themselves is the most frequent, whe-| the general phlogistic diathesis. In cases 
ther it be inflammation or simple irritation.|of dropsy proceeding from excessive hw- 
We know that in local inflammation, vessels! morrhage, or where, from a deficiency of 
which are originally destined to admit only | nourishment, a sufficient quantity of the 
the more fluid part of the blood, become | vital fluid is not produced, we may conceive 
gorged with the colouring particles, and the | from the predominance of the serous por- 
fibrinous portion, proving that the atoms of tion, and the deficiency of fibrine, that a 
these latter constituents must be of a larger| larger quantity of their proper exhalation 
size than those of the serous portion. May) will be produced in the serous membranes, 
we not conceive a state of the exhalants to That such cases do occur, in which the 
exist, proceeding from a similar cause, as in-| blood itself is litle more than a reddish 
flammation operating in a less degree, in| watery fluid, has been proved by Andral in 
which, although those vessels do not, as in| his Clinique Medicale, where he mentions 
that affection, admit the red particles, they several instances of dropsical patients, 
may admit a larger portion of the serum, whose bodies on dissection presented this 
and so increase the exhalation? We see an| remarkable appearance of the blood. In all 
increased secretion in inflammation of the | such cases, he says that the slightest irrita- 
serous membranes, and I thivk it is not im-/tion of any partis sufficient to produce an 
possible that the cause may frequently infiltration of the cellular tissue of that part. 
Operate with less force, and so increase the| May not the dropsies which are found to 
secretion without producing inflammation, | occur in persons who are debilicated by im- 
The suppression of any secretion from or-| proper and deficient food, and who are in 
ganic disease of the viscus destined to its|a generally cachectic state, be accounted 
formation, as, for instance, in alfections of | for on the supposition, that the proper quan- 
‘ 
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tity of fibrine in the blood is not formed, and | most efficient remedy. Cutaneous absorp. 
consequently the serous portion predominat- | tion was not yet incontestably proved, but 
iog? This explanation appears to me to be | it was supported by many strong analogi- 
far from improbable. |eal data; he finally deprecated the too theo- 
Ihave now, I think, noticed the princi- | retical tendency of medical discussions ; it 
pal topics connected with the pathology of | seemed as if medical men were unwilling to 
dropsy, and, in ednclusion, 1 have to in- | grapple with practical points,* 
treat the indulgence of the society for the| ‘The Society then adjourned till the Sth of 
errors aud omissions of this very imperfect | January, 1831, when Mr, Evans is expect. 
essay. }ed to bring forward an essay on mono. 
An animated discussion arose at the con- | mauia. 
clusion of the paper, chiefly of a theoretical | 
kind, and with reference to the + 
whether dropsy was produced by inflamma- : - 
tory action +3 aflestive of this proposi- | WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


tion was principally supported by Dr. | ‘ame 

Barry, who argued against the doctrine of| ACUTE RUEUMATISM.— PERICARDITIS ? 
debility at greatlength. Mr. Kingalsowas| Ricwanp Moss, aged 36, was admitied 
inclined to refer the disease to a peculiar! with pain and tumefagtion of the knees, an- 
inflammatory tendency, except in the cases cles and wrists, under the care of Dr. Roe. 
where it was caused by mechanical obstruc- | je patient has been a solaier for fourteen 
tion. With respect to the hydropic infil- years, and was discharged from the army for 
tration of the submucous Lissue, described 4 hernia. He states, that his health has 
by Andral ; be had long contested the fact | been generally good, except that from in- 
with that eminent author himself, Mr. | fancy be has occasionally been subject toa 
King believed it to be physically and ana- | palpitation of the heart. ‘The knees, ancles, 
tomically impossible, and he further con-| and wrists, are swollen, red, and painful ; 
tended that the edematous appearance re- | both legs are covered with purpura, and he 
sulted from an affection of the mucous mem- | complains of general pain ; tongue is loaded ; 
brane itself. Dr. Wood did not consider | pulse 84, full; bowels open; urine copious, 
dropsy and inflammation as identical, and | red, and depositing a plentiful sediment of the 
believed the use of the lancet was notessen- | same colour. Jo havea warm bath and a 
tial for the cure of the former; im this view diaphoretic mixture. 

he was supported by Mr. North, who | “8. The warm bath produced a copious 





thought venesection improper in a greal| perspiration; bowels have been twice 
majority of cases. The intiammatory na- ‘opened, but the tongue is still furred ; pulse 


ture of dropsy was also opposed by Drs. 
Sigmond, Stewart, and Mr. G. Burnet. 
With reference to the influence of the 
state of the skiu im this disease, the long 
controverted question of cutaneous absorp- 
tion was touched upon by some of the mem- 
bers. Dr. Sigmond believed it to occur, 
and founded his opinion on the increase of 
weight which is occasioned by immersion 
in the warm-bath. Dr. Wood did not think 
this a sufficient proof, as the aqueous va- 
pour must have been inhaled during the 
immersiun, Dr, Copeland thought the skin 
did absorb, and narrated an experiment 
he performed by immersing his naked arm 
in spirits of turpentine ; his arm was intro- 
duced through a partition into a separate 
room, and the vessel luted round, yet, in a 
few minutes, the pulmonary exhalation was 
impregnated with the turpentine odour, and 
the smell of violets was perceptible in the 
urine. Allusion was ulso made to the ex- 
periments of Dr. Edwards on hzards, which 
tend to corroborate the views for which 
Dr. Copland contended, Dr. Granville, 
in conclusion, reviewed the proceedings of 
the evening ; he believed that several causes 
might produce dropsical effusion, but that 
in u majority of cases venesection was the 


| is 80, soft, and smaller; the tumefaction and 
|pain have diminished, and the purpura is a 
| little paler. 

29. The pain of loins and limbs is less; 
he has perspired profusely; bowels are 
open, the stools liquid, and the tongue coated 
with a light fur. Pulse 90, irregular and 
intermitting about every ten beats. The 
secretion of urine, and the appearance of 
the spots, are unaltered, Yesterday after- 
noon he had a fit of syncope, from which he 
was some time recovering. 7% be bled from 
the arm to six ounces; to have a pill of 
soap and opium, five grains, every night ; 
to repeat the mixture. 

30, ‘The blood drawn yesterday is thickly 
buffed and slightly cupped; the tongue is 
white ; bowels open three or four times since 
the last visit ; pulse 90 and strong. He was 
restless the first part of the night, but after- 
wards fell into a perspiration, and slept 
soundly towards morning. Kespiration is 
laborious, and the rale crepitant is evident 
at each collapse of the thorax. The action 
of the heart, however, is much less oppress- 





* Mr. Jewel, early in the evening, endeavoured 
to call the atiention of the Society to Dr. Bright’s 
opinions on renal disease, but the cwl was un- 
answered, 
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ed than on his admission. To be bled to 
six ounces: repeat the mixture and pills. 

31. The serum of the blood drawn is co- 
pious, and the crassamentum buffed and 
cupped. He was very faint all night, 
but he rested and perspired a good deal to- 
wards morning. ‘Tongue furred ; pulse 90 
and regular; the action of the heart unequal ; 
a troublesome and dry cough exists; the 
urine is copious and more natnral. 7% 
take a pill of ipecacuan, and opium, of each 
one grain, three times a day. 

Nov. 1. ‘he patient passed a very rest- | 
Jess night, although the pain of limbs has! 
entirely disappeared. The countenance is | 
anxious and covered with perspiration ; 
bowels open twice; stools watery ; pulse | 
45, slow, oppressed, and irregular. 7 be 
bled to six ounces; to have one grain of 
digitalis added to the pills. 

z. The patient looks fresher this morning, | 
but complains of feebleness ; has slept but 
litde ; tongue clean around the edges, but! 
furred in the middle ; pulse 60, intermittent ; 
feeling great oppression jate last night, two 
ounces of port wine were given to him, and | 
a blister was applied to the region of the | 
heart. To have two ounces of port wine 





daily ; repeal the medicines. | 
3. He still sleeps indifferently, and per- | 
spires during hissleep ; bowels well opened; | 


stools watery, aud rather offensive ; tongue 
clean; countenance tranquil; pulse 78, 
soft and full; action of the heart more 
equable, He is very feeble, and can hardly | 
move inbed. Repeat the pills and wine.” | 

4, Complains of faintness during the night; 
the action of the heart is natural, and the | 
stethoscope indicates no deviation in func- | 
tion ; pulse 90, improved ; cough occasion- 
ally troublesome ; tongue still furred ; bowels | 
open; stools of a better character. 

5. He thinks he is not so well as yester- 
day ; cough prevents him sleeping. There 
isexcessive debility ; tongue furred ; bowels | 
open; stools as before; perspiration less ; | 
pulse 78, full, and powerful ; thirst; want 
of appetite, but he relishes his beef-tea. 

6. He is much better this morning, but 
he has experienced a return of the rheu- 
matic inflammation in the joints and limbs ; 
tongue clean; bowels open; stools con- 
sistent; urine natural; perspiration light ; 
pulse 84, full, and soft. Tv have ten grains 
of Dover's powder at night. To continue 
his other medicines. 

7. Had not his powder last night, and he 
has not slept ; the pain of legs aud feet has 
diminished, but that in the shoulders and 
arms has increased ; tongue moist, chopped, 
and covered with a slight fur; bowels regu- 
lar; skin warm and moist; appetite im- 
proving, Zo have three common purging 
rills immediately. To have a draught 

times a day, composed of aromatic 
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spirits of ammonia, twenty-five drops. Wine 
of meadow saffron, fifteen drops. Cam- 
phorated mixture, one ounce. 

8. Spirits improved; his countenance 
cheerful; slept tolerably well; complains 
of a general soreness all over the body ; 
bowels open; stools natural ; tongue slightly 
furred; respiration easy, and its sound 
nearly natural; slight cough, and he ex- 
pectorates a little; pulse 54, slow, full, 
and regular; action of the heart energetic. 
To have ten grains of Dover's powder at 
night. Repeat his former medicines. 

9. Much better; countenance cheerful; 
tongue clean; pulse slow, large, 64; bowels 
not open since vesterday. 

10, The rheumatic pains have increased ; 
skin hot and moist; tongue pale; bowels 
costive ; pulse 64, and full. Zo have a 
purging draught immediately. Rep. med. 

11. He is feeble; has had no sleep; 
tongue furred ; bowe's open ; pulse 80, in- 
termittent. 70 continue the draught, and 
to have a blister applied to the region of the 
heart. 

12. Slept well all night, and perspired 
but little; there is still pain and tumefac- 
tion in the arms and hands; pulse 102, 
irregular ; bowels open. 

13. Improving, but complains of de- 
bility; pulse 92. 

14. No variation sufficiently to be noted 
since yesterday ; has slept well; pulse 80, 
regular, 

15. Declares himself to be much better ; 
has slept without the aid of opiates; skin 
is warm and moist; countenance natural; 
appetite reviving; bowels open; stools 
natural; tongue clean; pulse 88, regular. 
To have middle diet. To take two grains 
of sulphate of quinine in the form of a 
draught, three times a-day. 

17. Convalescing. 

20. The bowels have acted spontaneously ; 
appetite improving. To have full diet, and 
a pint of porter daily, instead of the port- 
wine, 

21. Has caught cold, and has an accession 
of cough and coryza; he appears feeble, 
but feels easy. 

22. Having complained of sleeplessness 
for the last two or three nights,a pill of 
soap and opium was given last night, and 
induced a comfortable sleep. He feels, 
consequently, better this morning; bowels 
a little costive ; pulse 75, full, and mode- 
rately strong, but vibratory. Zo take half 
an ounce of castor oil every three hours, 
until dt shall have produced a stool. 

23. He is in very good spirits, but he has 
a return of rheumatism in the le!t wrist and 
hand ; tongue furred ; bowels confined these 
two days; pulse 96, regular, Tohave half 
an ounce of castor oil every two hours until 
a stool is produced, 
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24. Bowels have been opened three times | patient continued in a comatose state. The 
since yesterday; slept indifferently, but wound was filled with a piece of sponge, 
feels much improved this morning; pulse |and lint, with compresses, was loosely 
104, small ; occasional vertigo. — over it; internally, the infusion of 

25. The pain in the shoulders has re-|arnica with salts was administered; the 
turned, and disturbs his rest ; tongue clean; | head was kept cool with vinegar and water, 
bowels costive. To take hulf an ounce of and the bowels freely moved by injections, 
castor oil immediately. A short time after the operation, the patient 

26. Improving rapidly. seemed to fall into a tranquil sleep, which, 

27. Passed an indifferent night, but is| with slight interruptions, continued till to- 
much better this morning. Says he is get-| wards the evening, when be awoke and 
ting stronger, and he may fairly be pro-| complained of blindness; the pupils were 
nounced convalescent. dilated, though not quite insensible. The 
| night was passed rather restlessly, and the 
| patient repeatedly vomited a large quantity 
lof bile. On the following morning a slight 





RECOVERY FROM A WOUND OF THE BRAIN, | 
WITH LOSS OF CEREBRAL SUBSTANCE, 


J. P., wtat. 23, a soldier of the garrison 
of Cobleniz, received, on the 6th of August, | 
1829, a gun-shot wound in the head. Two 
hours after the accident, fhe was brought 
into the Military Hospital in a stave of stu- 
por, with inclination to vomit. His counte- 
nance was pale and collapsed; his answers 
were slow and incoherent ; he complained 
of headach, great lassitude, general uneasi- 
ness, and darkness before his eyes; breath- 
ing was very slow ; the lower extremities 
were cold and paralyzed. He had lost about 
two pints of blood. There was a lace- 
rated transverse wound at the occiput, of 
about one inch and a half in length; the 
hemorrhage was nearly arrested, but a con- 
siderable quautity of blood had accumulated 
under the edges of the wound, which was 
immediately enlarged, and the blood evacu- 
ated by a free incision through the lacerated 
scalp. The skull having thus been luid 
bare, a large fracture was found between the 
external occipital prominence and the lamb- 
doid suture, with considerable depression. 
There were a great many fissures in various 
directions, and some of the fragments had 
been driven below other portions of the skuil, 
with such a violence, that it was found im- 
possible to extract them. No rupture of 
the dura mater could be discovered, although, 
during the examination, a small portion of 
cerebral substance, of the size of half a 
filbert, was found on the ground where he 
was wounded. Trepanation baving been de- 
cided upon, the patient, a very robust man, 
was first ordered to be bled, which was, 
however, found impossible, on account of the 
great collapse of the vessels. ‘The opera- 
tion did not offer avy-thing of in’erest. Two 
large pieces of skull were removed, and 
several smaller fragments extracted, after 
the removal of which, a rupture of about 
two-thirds of an inch was discovered in the 
membranes. There was no extravasation 
under the dura mater; not much blood was 
lost during the operation, during which the 





reaction had taken place, the pulse bad risen, 
the skin was warm, and the paralysis of the 
lower extremities bad disappeared ; the pa- 
tient complained of headach and coufusion 
of ideas ; there was also some paraphrosyne. 
Thirty leeches were applied to the head, 
after the application of which he seemed to 
be relieved. The rest of the day was passed 
pretty tranquilly, and he complained only at 
times of pain in the orbit. Lhe night was 
again very restless, and in the evening the 
dressings were found tinged with blood, and 
the wound of the scalp began to suppurate. 
The pulse was full, but within a short time 
fell again. In the afternoon the patient 
was more clear in his ideas than he had 
been since the accident, and sight appeared 
also to be restored in some degree. Towards 
the evening twelve leeches were applied, 
but without much relief, and the following 
night he was again very restless. On the 9th, 
the dressings were removed for the first 
time; a small portion of cerebral substance 
had protruded through the rupture in the 
dura mater; the suppuration was rather 
profuse ; in other respects the wound had 
a good appearance, It was again loosely 
filled with a piece of sponge, and covered 
with lint and compresses, dipped in a so- 
lution of chlorate of lime. On the 11th, 
the prolapsed cerebral substance was found 
dark-coloured, of a fungoid appearance ; the 
appearance of the wound was good. The 
general state of the patient also began to 
improve, he became collected, and slept 
more quietly, and sight was almost com- 
pletely restored. During the following 
days, the cerebral fungus was found gradu- 
ally to protrude, and it was accordingly 
thought hecessary to apply the dressings 
rather more tightly, On the 14th, the pro- 
lapsed portion of the brein was nearly of 
the size of half a walnut, its surface was 
greenish, and it caused a very offensive 
smell. It wos dressed with lint dipped in 
the solution of the chlorate of lime, which 
was also repeatedly sprinkled over the 
bandage. On the 16th, the protruded mass 
had suil increased, but had in otherrespects 
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ELECTIONS IN PARIS.—DISEASE OF THE BLADDER. 


not changed, except that the smell was less 
offensive. The compresses were again ap- 
plied more tightly, in order to prevent the 
jurther protrusion of the fungus.” During 
the night of the 17th, however, the patient 
was suddenly seized with violent delirium ; 
the bandage was tinged with blood, and 
when it was removed the cerebral fungus 
was found to have attained the size of a 
small apple, and to pulsate violently. ‘The 
wound was now simply dressed with cerate, 
the head kept cool with fomentations, and 
thirty leeches were applied to the temples 
and behind the ears. ‘The infusion arnice was 
now omitted, and a simple saline mixture 
given in its stead. In the morning, the 
pulsation in the protruded mass was still 
very violent, but the general state of the | 
patient was better, and he had had a few | 
hours’ tranquil sleep. On the 18th, the 
fungus had not become larger, and as its} 
surface had evidently become gangrenous, a 
small layer of it, about two drachms in 
weight, was removed, and the rest touched 
with nitrate of silver, and dressed with a de- 
coction of oak-bark ; neither of these opera- 
tions caused any pain, and as on the fol- 
lowing day the whole of the fungus ap- 
peared to be gangrenous, it was entirely re- 
moved, first by the ligature and then by the | 
knife; a considerable quantity of sanious 
matter was discharged from the bottom of 


the fungus, the whole weight of which was 


about eight drachms. The wound was 
dressed with the decoction of oak-bark, and 
tonics were given internally, On the 20th/ 
and 21st, the patient went on favourably ; | 
on the 22d, the wound, from the removal of | 
the fungus being still of gangrenous ap- 
pearance, was covered with powdered bark 
and myrrh; no protrusion had taken place. | 
The external wound was gradually healing 
at its circumference ; sight was almost re- 
covered, and the use of the lower extre- 
mities perfectly restored ; the bowels were 
rather costive, and required the continued 
use of glysters. The mental faculties, though | 
much improved, were still in some degree 
affected, he was often thoughtless and in- 
attentive ; his memory was good but rather 
slow, &c, On the ist, the wound of the 
brain had a much better appearance, the 
discharge was much less and of better qua- 
lity ; the flaps of the scalp began to heal 
towards the centre, and had almost entirely 
united amongst one another. During the 
following days no change took place in the 
state of the patient, except that at the 
wound of the brain a small abscess formed, 
Which broke and discharged a small quan- 
tity of healthy pus. The wound of the 
scalp went on favourably, and the flaps 
firmly united to the subjacent parts, so as to 
leave only, in the middle, an aperture of 





about an inch in depth, in consequence of 
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the removal of the bone and the loss of 
cerebral substance. On the 16th of Sep- 
tember, the aperture was almost entirely 
filled up, avd closed by the cicatrization of 
the external wound; the general state of 
the patient was good, his faculties were en- 
tirely restored, he had gained in strength, 
&e.; sight only wasstill rather impaired, 
particularly that of the right eye, On the 
2ist, the wound was quite healed ; the cica- 
trix was of the form of a small quadrangular 
depression, and, with the exception of the 
weakness of the sight, he felt perfectly well, 
so that, after a few weeks more, he was en- 
abled to leave the hospital—Graefe u, 
Walther's Journal. 
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ELECTION BY “ ConcouRsS”’ 


At the Parisian Faculté de Médecine. 

Tures public * concours” will be opened 
at Paris on the first Monday of February 
next, for the Professorships of Surgical Pa- 
thology, Physiology, and Natural Philoso- 
phy, at the Faculté de Médecine. The can- 
didates are to be subjected to the following 
tests of qualification :— 

1. They are each to publish a dissertation 
on the science of which they wish to obtain 
the chair, developing their plan of lecturing. 

2. A thesis, the subject of which is deter- 
mined by lot; this is to be written in 
French, and will be publicly read by the 
candidate. 

3. A lecture of one hour's duration to be 
delivered after tweuty-four hours’ prepara- 
tion. 

4. A lecture of an hour, after three hours’ 
preparation, 

5. A critical examination of the former 
writings and ‘‘ concours”’ of the candidate. 

The election, which will take place imme- 
diately after the last sitting, is to be made 
by a jury consisting of twelve jurors and 
three ‘‘ suppléans,” of whom eight jurors 
and two “ suppléans” are to be appointed 
by the Faculty, and the rest by the ‘* Aca- 
démie des Sciences.” 


DISEASE OF THE PLADDER,. 


Ar a late meeting of the Medico-Physical 
Society of Florence, Dr. Betti communicated 
the case of an elderly man in whom, iu con- 
sequence of complete obliteration of the 
urethra, the urine was discharged through 
the navel; it had been supposed that the 
urachus was open; but on post-mortem 
examination it was found that there was an 
ulceration of the bladder, from the fundus 
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of which, up to the navel, an abscess had | 


formed, and that this cavity had served for 
the passage of the urine. 
Dr. Nespagli mentioned the case of a fe- 


male, at the post-mortem examination of| 
whom the upper portion of the bladder was | 
found wanting, and had been supplied by | 
adhesion of part of the colon to the remain- | 


‘MEDICAL SOCIETIES.—BOOKS.—ERRATA. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 
Inquigies concerning the Intellectual 
Powers and the Investigation of Truth. 
By John Abercrombie, M.D., &c, Edin- 
burgh: Waugh and Innes, London: Whit- 
taker. 1850. 8vo. pp. 435. 
A Letter. to the Metropolitan Commission- 


ing portion of the bladder, so as to complete | ers in Lunacy ; containing some strictures 


the cavity. The patient had not suffered 


either dysuria or incontinentia urinw, —/ on their Report. 


Annali Univ. d. Omodei. 





LOCAL MEDICAL ASSOCIATIONS, 
| 
| 


To the Editor of Tue Lascert. 

Stn,—Allow me earnestly to recommen 
to that portion of the medical professio 
described as general practitioners, throug 
the only chanuel of sufficient circulation to 
make the advice available, to form them- 
selves into local associations like those of 
Leeds, Newcastle, or Glasgow, with a view | 
to their ulterior general combination, or at 
least general co-operation. Whatever may | 
be the advantage of the ‘‘ Metropolitan | 
Society ” it cannot for a long time, if ever, 
embrace a sufficient number of members to | 
render it efficient for all the purposes it| 
professes to have in design. Nothing can | 
be more easy of accomplishment, or more 
desirable in the end, than the general prac- 
titioners throughout the country forming | 
themselves into bodies of twelve or fifteen, | 
raising a small fund (a guinea each member 
annually) for the purchase of books to go the 
round of the members, like sucial reading so- 
cieties. The meetings once a fortnight or 
month at the house of each member alter- 
nately, would greatly tend to promote mu- 
taal good understanding, and would even- 
tually prevent those hostile collisions which 
are so opposed to the comfort and interests 
of this class of the profession, a feeling of 
common interest and unanimity of purpose 
would cement the members, and render the 
endeavours to obtain an amelioration of our 
condition successful by their being com- 
bined. lam, Sir, &c., 

A Generat Practitioner, 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A communication has been sent to Tue 
Lancer Office for J. S. C. 

Mr. Dermott’s letter shall appear next 
week, 

A Pupil of St. George's cannot expect 
** Apis” to display much activity at this 
season of the year. 

Thanks to Scriptor, but he has been mis- 
informed ; there are no new arrangements. 

It is utterly impossible for us to insert 
one-fourth of the letters we are in Uie habit 
of receiving, 





on the Act of Parliament, and Observations 
By J. Haslam, M.D., of 
the Royal College of Physicians of London, 
London: Whittaker. 1830. pp. 24. 

Two Lectures on the Study of Anatomy 
and Physiology, delivered et the opening of 
the Medical School, Aldersgate Street. By 


q| Jones Quain, M.B., Lecturer on Anatomy 
n}and Physiology. With Plates. London: 
}, | Simpkin, 1830. pp. 44. 





LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


On the ist of January, 1831, No. 1 of 


The Monthly Gazette of Practical Medicine, 


a new series of the Gazette of Health, con- 
taining a popular account of all the new dis- 
coveries in the art of preserving health, in 
curing diseases, and in promoting economy, 
an exposure of quackery, and every species 
of fraud, will be published. 

A work entitled The Medical Annual, 
containing @ practical estimate of the thera- 
peutic value of all the remedies which have 


| been introduced into the practice of medi- 


cine within the last ten years; an account 
of the mechanical auxiliaries to medicine. 
A priced catalogue of drugs, and a list of 
diseases, with references to the remedies 
that have been found most beneficial in their 
cure or palliation, is announced for publica- 
tion at the beginning of the new year, 





ERRATA, 


In Dr. Nagle’s' paper, p. 395, col. 
before ‘* fetus in utero,” add life or death of 
a; p. 593, col. 2, L 3, after “ previous,” 
add to her admission; p. 397, col. 1, after 
“‘uninterruptedly,” add across the ante- 
rior surface of the uterus. 

In Mr. Dermott’s paper, page 412, col. 
1, line 23 from the bottom, dele the comma; 
line 12, after “canal” insert and blood; 
line 10, for *‘ If it is true,” read Jt is true. 
Col. 2, line 29 from top, for ‘ because 
without,” read because they are without. 

In Mr. Ward's letter, p. 444, 1. 20, for 
“with,” read without ; 1. 46, for ** induced,” 
read increased ; p. 445, 1.13, for ‘* back,” 
read neck ; |. 17, read ** These remarks are 
not intended to condemn,” &c.; 1. 20, for 
** affected,” read effected. 

Page 446, col. 1, line 10, fur “ examin- 
ing,” read drawing, 
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